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INTRODUCTION. 

IT  was  an  agreeable  announcement  to  bibliographers 
that  was  made  in  the  Times  of  the  14th  of  April, 
1890,  that  the  British  Museum  had  acquired  for  its  library 
an  unique  Caxton,  namely,  the  "Sex  quam  elegantis- 
simae  Epistolae  "  that  passed  between  Pope  Sixtus  IV.  and 
the  Venetian  Republic,  with  reference  to  the  Duchy  of 
Ferrara,  in  the  year  1482,  This  work  was  first  discovered 
in  the  year  1874  in  the  Hecht-Heine  Library  at  Halberstadt, 
bound  up  in  a  volume  of  seventeenth  century  theological 
tracts,  by  Dr.  Konnecke,  Archivist  at  Marburg,  and  was  by 
him  described  in  the  Neiier  Anzeiger  fiir  BibliograpJiie  for 
Oct.,  1874.  Afterwards  it  was  described  by  Mr.  Blades  in 
the  second  edition  of  his  "  Biography  and  Typography  of 
William  Caxton,"  London,  1882.  Some  years  ago  cautious 
overtures  were  made  for  its  sale,  at  what  was  thought 
to  be  an  extravagant  price,  to  the  authorities  of  the  British 
Museum,  and  the  purchase  was  declined.  In  1890,  how- 
ever, it  was  offered  at  a  considerable  reduction  of  price 
to  Dr.  Garnett,  Keeper  of  the  Printed  Books,  who  had  no 
hesitation  in  recommending  its  purchase  to  the  Trustees, 
by  whom  it  was  acquired  for  the  National  Library. 
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The  writer  in  the  Times  (we  presume  Dr.  Garnett 
himself)  justly  remarks  of  it,  "  The  contents  of  the  book 
are  almost  as  remarkable  as  its  typographic  origin,  for 
it  is  probably  the  first  publication  of  diplomatic  corre- 
spondence in  a  separate  form."  Among  the  works  printed 
by  Caxton,  as  enumerated  by  Blades,  there  is  nothing  at 
all  like  it  in  character.  The  works  printed  by  Caxton 
were  for  the  most  part  romances  of  chivalry,  history, 
poetry,  religious  works  (such  as  Psalters,  Commemorations 
and  Directories  for  the  Clergy),  the  "  Golden  Legend,"  the 
•'  Art  and  Craft  to  Die  well,"  and  the  "  Vitas  Patrum  "  ; 
also  moral  works  and  school-books,  such  as  the  "  Parvus  " 
and  "  Magnus  Catho,"  "  Caton  "  in  English,  translated  by 
Caxton  himself,  "  oute  of  frensshe  into  Englysshe,"  and  the 
Fables  of  /Esop  and  others,  likewise  translated  by  him 
from  the  French. 

Caxton,  in  fact,  was  in  som.e  instances  either  author  or 
translator,  besides  being  printer  of  the  works  set  forth  by 
him.  For  all  such  works  as  those  here  mentioned  it  is 
easy  to  see  that  there  would  be  a  great  demand  ;  but  what 
could  have  been  his  inducement  to  publish  a  work  like 
this,  giving  the  text  of  a  diplomatic  correspondence  between 
Pope  Sixtus  IV.  and  the  Republic  of  Venice,  relating  to  a 
dispute  between  them  on  the  affairs  of  the  Duchy  of 
Ravenna,  is  at  first  sight  rather  perplexing.  Caxton  was 
a  thorough  business  man,  and  he  could  scarcely  have 
looked  for  a  large  number  of  readers  for  so  unpromising  a 
publication,  printed  in  Latin,  on  a  subject  apparently  of 
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little  interest  to  English  people.  But  Caxton  himself  may 
have  been  attracted  by  it.  For  many  years,  as  Governor 
of  the  English  Merchant  Adventurers  at  Bruges,  he  had 
been  mixed  up  with  trade  treaties  and  arbitrations  ;  and 
later,  when  in  the  service  of  the  Duchess  of  Burgundy, 
Edward  IV.'s  sister,  he  had  acquired  a  knowledge  of  Court 
affairs,  that  made  him  take  a  wider  outlook  on  foreign 
policy  and  the  sayings  and  doings  of  foreign  Princes. 
He  certainly  must  have  felt  a  deep  interest  in  the  works 
and  ways  of  the  Venetian  Republic,  that  greatest  centre  of 
European  commerce,  and  the  chief  bulwark  of  Christendom 
against  the  power  of  the  Turks.  Add  to  this  that 
Petrus  Carmclianus,  by  whom  these  Epistles  were  diligently 
amended — it  may  be  presumed  as  they  passed  through  the 
press — was  the  person  in  all  likelihood  who  introduced 
them  to  Caxton's  notice,  and  recommended  their  being 
printed.  Now,  Carmelianus  was  a  man  of  considerable 
influence,  a  literary  man,  a  poet,  and  a  Church  dignitary. 
With  such  backing  up  a  certain  number  of  copies  would 
no  doubt  find  purchasers;  and  for  the  rest  Caxton  was  not 
a  poor  man,  and  could  afford  the  venture. 

Carmclianus,  an  Italian,  would  naturally  be  excited 
by  the  dispute  between  the  Pope  and  the  Venetians. 
Born  at  Brescia  about  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
he  appears  to  have  come  to  England  some  time  during 
the  reign  of  King  Edward  IV.,  and  to  have  made  it 
his  home  until  his  death  in  1527,  He  wrote  a  poem 
on    St.    Mary    in    Egypt,   in    Richard   III.'s   time,   which 
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he  dedicated  to  Sir  R.  Brackenbury,  and  in  his  dedi- 
catory epistle  he  praises  Richard  III.  as  a  model  king, 
a  pattern  of  piety,  justice,  and  sagacity.  Afterwards, 
however,  in  Henry  VI I. 's  time,  in  a  poem  to  celebrate  the 
birth  of  Prince  Arthur,  he  unsays  all  this,  and  represents 
Richard  as  a  monster  of  cruelty  and  vice.  Being  in  Holy 
Orders,  he  became  successively  Rector  of  St.  George's, 
Southwark,  Prebend  of  York,  Archdeacon  of  Gloucester, 
and  Prebend  of  London.  Henry  VII.  made  him  his  Latin 
Secretary,  and  in  Henry  VIII. 's  time,  in  1522,  he  was  so 
rich  that  he  was  assessed  in  the  sum  of  £^33  6s.  towards 
carrying  on  the  war  with  France.  His  title  of  "  Poeta 
Laureatus  "  was  perhaps  only  self-bestowed. 

Of  the  causes  that  led  to  the  war  between  the  Pope  and 
the  Venetians  on  the  one  side,  and  the  Duke  of  Ferrara, 
aided  by  the  King  of  Naples,  the  Duke  of  Milan,  and  the 
Florentines  on  the  other,  it  is  not  necessary  to  speak  here 
at  large.  It  originated  mainly  in  the  Pope's  excessive 
Nepotism,  that  glaring  blot  on  so  many  of  the  Sovereign 
Pontiffs. 

Sixtus  IV.,  Francesco  de  la  Rovere,  was  not  one  of  the 
good  Popes ;  indeed,  he  was  one  of  the  very  worst.  Elected 
to  the  Chair  of  St.  Peter  in  Aug.,  147 1,  an  election  which, 
according  to  Sismondi,  was  brought  about  by  the  most 
corrupt  means,  he  lavished  upon  his  four  nephews  the  vast 
treasures  accumulated  by  the  late  Pope  Paul  II.,  and  he 
and  they  led  a  life  of  debauchery  and  extravagance.  Only 
a  few  months  after  his  election  he   raised    one  of  these 
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nephews,  Pietro  Ri'ario,  to  the  rank  of  Cardmal  when 
.  only    twenty-six    years     old,     to  .  the    scandal»  of     the 

entire  Court   and   city.      This   young,  man   distinguished 

himself  only  by  his. pomp  and  luxury',  and  died 'of  his 
.  excesses  an(^.  debaucheries  in  1474.  His-  next  favourite 
•  was  his  nephew,  Giovanni  de  la  Rovere,  and  his  next  was 

Giuliano  de  la  Rovere,  afterwards  Cardinal  apd  Pope,  who 
"at  an    early  age  developed  the  rhost  warlike  tendencies. 

•  A  fourth  nephew  was  Girolamo  Riario,  a  layman,  Count  of 
Imola  and  Forli,  and  all-powerful  at   Rome."    Sixtus   IV. 

•  himself  always  seerned  to  take  a  pleasut-e  in  embroiling 
.the  several  States  of  Italy  among  themselves,,  sometimes 

taking  sides  with  one  and  sorrietimes  -with  another.     In 

.1478« lie  issued  a  Bull  against-the  Republic  of  Florence, 

and  proclaimed  war  against  it.     The  Florentines  took  for 

their    Commander-in-Chief.  Hercules    d'Este^    Duke    of 

I'errara..     In    1476-78   he   intrigued    with  the   Swiss   and 

brought -them   into  conflict  with  the  Milanese.     In   1480, 

when  the  Turks  appeared  in  Italy,  he  became  alarmed, 

•and  called  upon  all'  the  Christia'n  Princes,  and  especially 

those   of   Italy,   to   lay   aside   all   Anmiosities,    and   unite 

against  the  common  "enemies  of  Christendom.     He  became 

reconciled  in  the  same  yeaV  to  the  "Florentines. 

;      In  1481  Pope  Sixtus  sent  his  nephew  Girolamo  Riario, 

.Lord  of  Forli  and  Imola,  to  Venice  to  form   an  alliance 

•between  fhat  Republic  and  the  Holy  See.    Riario  conceived 

the  project  of  partitioning  the  dominions  of  Ferrara  between 

himself  arid  the  Venetian  Republic.     With  .this  object,  in 
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May,  1482,  the  Pope  and  the  RepubHc  declared  war  against 
the  Duke  of  Ferrara,  Robert  Malatesta  being  Commander- 
in-Chief  for  the  Pope,  and  Montefeltro,  Duke  of  Urbino, 
for  the  Duke  of  Ferrara.  During  the  year  1482  several 
actions  were  fought,  but  with  doubtful  results  to  either  side, 
until  by  a  victory  gained  by  Malatesta  at  Campo  Morto 
the  Pope  and  the  Venetians  obtained  a  decided  advantage. 

The  Venetians  now  thought  to  gather  for  themselves 
some  of  the  spoils  of  war,  but  they  were  miserably  dis- 
appointed ;  for,  on  the  14th  Oct.,  the  Pope  sent  an  envoy 
to  Naples  to  treat  with  King  Ferdinand  respecting  a  truce. 
This  was  agreed  to  in  November,  and  in  the  following 
month  peace  was  declared  between  the  Pope  and  the  Duke 
of  Ferrara  and  his  allies  ;  the  Duke  being  granted  the 
possession  of  his  states,  besides  other  advantages ;  and 
the  Venetians  being  allowed  thirty  days  to  make  up  their 
minds  as  to  their  acquiescence  or  otherwise  in  these 
arrangements.  The  Venetians  were  naturally  indignant 
at  this  treatment,  and  the  Pope  wrote  in  vain  to  the 
Doge  Mocenigo  to  persuade  him  to  agree  to  the 
pacification. 

This  letter,  dated  nth  Dec,  1482,  was  the  first  of  the 
"  Sex  quam  elegantissimae  Epistols,"  so  called,  printed 
in  this  publication  of  Caxton,  and  was  followed  on  the 
1 6th  Dec.  by  a  letter  from  the  College  of  Cardinals  in 
support  of  the  Pope's  recommendation.  The  Venetians 
replied  in  a  long  letter  to  the  Pope  on  the  7th  Jan., 
1483,  and  on  the  same  day  in  a  short  one  to  the  College 
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of  Cardinals.  In  Feb.,  1483  (17th  Calen.  Martii,  1482), 
the  Pope  wrote  a  second  and  very  long  letter  to  the 
Venetians,  urging  the  pacification  upon  them  under  the 
heaviest  penalties  secular  and  ecclesiastical ;  and  to  this 
the  Venetians  replied  in  respectful  but  decided  terms, 
declining  the  Pope's  recommendation.  To  this  letter  there 
has  been  no  date  affixed.  The  Pope  now  appealed  to  the 
Princes  of  Europe,  complaining  of  the  obstinacy  of  his  late 
allies,  and  finally  on  the  25th  of  May,  1483,  he  excom- 
municated the  chiefs  of  the  Republic,  and  placed  the  entire 
State  of  Venice  under  an  interdict.  This  was  not,  how- 
ever, much  regarded  either  by  the  ecclesiastics  of  Venice 
or  the  Signoria,  the  latter  of  whom  appealed  to  a  General 
Council.  Eventually  peace  was  concluded  between  all  the 
belligerents  on  the  7th  Aug.,  1484,  and  on  the  13th  of 
the  same  month  Pope  Sixtus  IV.  himself  died,  aged 
seventy  years. 

The  brief  introduction  by  Carmelianus  (if  it  was  indeed 
written  by  him)  seems  to  favour  the  side  of  the  Venetians 
in  the  quarrel.  The  designation  of  "quam  elegantissimae" 
given  to  the  six  epistles  in  the  colophon  will  not  be 
endorsed  by  Latin  scholars  of  the  present  age. 

It  should  be  noticed  that  the  first,  third,  and  fourth  of 
these  letters  have  been  recently  published.  They  were 
inserted  in  the  History  of  his  own  Times  (1475-15 10)  by 
Sigismondo  dei  Conti,  Secretary  to  Popes  Sixtus  IV.  and 
Julius  II.,  for  whom  Raphael  painted  the  famous  Madonna 
di  Foligno.     This  history  is  a  work  of  great  merit,  which 
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nevertheless,  though  its  publication  was  frequently  under- 
taken, remained  ineditcd  until  1883,  when  it  was  printed 
at  Rome  at  the  expense  of  the  Italian  Government. 
Conti,  who  had  in  all  probability  drafted  the  first  letters  of 
the  Pope  and  Cardinals  himself,  was  commissioned  to  bear 
them  in  person  to  Venice,  "  non  ob  facundiam,  sed,  credo, 
ob  mite  et  mansuetum  ingenium."  He  met  with  the 
coldest  reception.  "  Neque  notum  neque  ignotum  inveni 
qucmquam,  qui  me  alloqui  auderet.  Pontifex  ex  socio  et 
amico  repente  hostis  factus,  in  magno  apud  omnes  odio 
versabatur."  He  fulfilled  his  commission  nevertheless,  and 
returned  bringing  the  replies  of  the  Venetians  to  the  Pope 
and  Cardinals,  being  the  third  and  fourth  of  the  letters 
printed  by  Caxton.  The  discrepancies,  however,  between 
Caxton's  text  and  Conti's  seem  at  first  sight  very  extra- 
ordinary. The  first  letter,  from  Sixtus  to  the  Venetians, 
is  the  only  one  where  the  texts  precisely  agree.  The 
second,  from  the  Cardinals,  has,  after  the  formal  address, 
hardly  a  word  in  common  in  the  two  versions.  The 
purport  is  the  same,  the  diction  differs  entirely.  The 
third  and  fourth,  from  the  Venetians  to  the  Pope  and 
Cardinals,  agree  in  substance,  but  present  numerous  verbal 
discrepancies.  This,  nevertheless,  admits  of  a  simple 
explanation,  which  leaves  no  ground  for  impeaching  the 
genuineness  of  Caxton's  text.  Upon  careful  examination  it 
will  appear  that  Conti's  variations  are  almost  invariably 
improvements  in  the  point  of  Latinity,  and  the  inference  is 
irresistible  that  the  Latin  of  the  Venetian  secretary  was 
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not  good  enough  for  him,  and  that,  when  he  came  to  insert 
the  letters  in  his  History,  he  took  the  liberty  of  bringing 
them  up  to  his  own  standard.  For  example,  at  the  end  of 
the  Venetians'  letter  to  the  Pope,  where  the  genuine  text 
reads  "  Haud  sperare  non  possumus  foelicem  exitum," 
Conti  gets  rid  of  the  awkward  double  negative  by  writing 
"  Non  possumus  sperare  nisi,"  etc.,  and  observing  that  the 
last  three  words  of  the  epistle,  "  Moverit,  impulerit,  conci- 
taverit,"  repeat  the  same  thing  three  times  over,  he 
substitutes  the  effective  climax,  "  Consenserit,  suaserit, 
concitarit."  The  absence  of  alterations  in  the  Pope's 
letter  is  easily  explained  on  the  theory  that  it  was  drafted 
by  Conti  himself,  while  it  must  be  supposed  that  the 
epistle  from  the  Cardinals  was  missing  when  he  wrote,  and 
that  he  composed  another  to  supply  its  place. 

The  work  is  on  twenty-four  leaves,  with  signatures,  but 
without  title-page  or  numeration  of  the  leaves,  and  is 
printed  from  types  No.  4  and  4*  according  to  Blades's 
classification.  After  the  colophon  and  the  verses  mentioned 
above,  there  occurs  an  "Interpretacio  magnarum  littcrarum 
punctuatarum,  parvarumque,"  occupying  part  of  the  recto 
and  the  entire  verso  of  the  last  leaf. 

And  now  the  question  arises,  Did  Caxton  print 
these  letters  from  MS.  sources,  or  from  a  previously 
printed  edition  brought  into  England  out  of  Italy?  The 
latter  would  appear  to  be  by  far  the  more  probable 
conclusion,  especially  since  it  is  known  from  Hain, 
"  Rcpertorium    Bibliographicum,"    No.     14,801,    that    the 
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second  letter  of  the  Pope  to  the  Venetians,  forming  the 
hfth  in  this  collection,  was  separately  printed  (orobably 
at  Rome).  Dr.  Konnecke  is  in  favour  of  this  view 
1  erhaps  a  copy  of  the  six  letters  printed  together  with  the 
Introduction  may  yet  be  discovered,  proving  that  Caxton 
merely  reprinted. 

The  fac-simile  in  photo-lithography  of  this  rare  Caxton 
has  been  admirably  executed  by  Mr.  James  Hyatt. 
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te  inOuptia  ptocumveeeique  pade  cffi?wt/ 
(Ttt^)  wi^iC  magi©  offwio  nto  coiwtii»  av^ 
6tim&imut  qut  »gie  pofid  ^io^maclti»^/ 
tn9/crtty  mptt/d^wpianc  a  auorCifftmio 
ftirfdwe  VioUtsx  imptitc  ma^imifq^  ^  ^i 
tttutnte  cf a^iBue  off e(<te  tii^iC  faCw^u9 
^OeCttmue/®oc  iitccft  /?ttt)io  n5  fbCu  ^^ 
(ia  accetaftti©  a5  noe  fcpiue  poarnta^ 
exa^tiSue  ab  mutwa  aiozii  coiu<tionc  «^^ 
^txmimu^  I  fc^  ctid  txdfaCpinoe  pnndp^e 
ct  wmotiffimae  tiaoonco  /  miffi^  CW)  id 
Cl^gatie  ct  nundj^  noftxi^  mowmmuf^  H 
iUinn)  a(q|  itcmtt)  fumue  ofefiatiy  ^  ^ 

a     i^ 


tcmU6  tiot)  nift  itiuift  cef accffiti  "^Bi  f^i  ^ 
ri^mria  mr)  ptx)fcaffcnt/  :)0  fiamtie/ 
€t  pto  fiCct^ti^  tccC!;?(taftice  cofctuadoc/ 
pto  ^ixa  fi  opue  ftt  ^i^nj  cffiloctc  Oj6em9/ 
Tltquc  i^c  quiOew^  eo  confltio  gcfiuunj  ep/ 
^t  tt6u0  fetto  compofttie  px^  optttt»  feq^ 
ttdit/qua  fcmptr  alo  noftto  #pormm9/in* 
timo  offcrttt  cocupimm9/Cum  aii6rnjptr< 
t^K^iufmoDt  Ocf^OeauH)  nof^fupertoti^ 
tue  mcnftCuG  idi^a/^^  coopemnOr  t^uma 
tWf  pad©  inimieo  hj  pencuCofuttj  ^  ^wue 
feCPuttj  indoent  coq?  ptooeffcnt  ftitot  &e?i  ^, 
CU6/  ^i  nocqttoq?  mcnlD  mufa  6ia  Cacef^ 
f?(ipCim6u©  liamnie  c<  incDmmoOie  offw 
ti  fucumttc  /  p^wfq^  oui^6e6  nofttae  c< 
ofl)ittt  amifcnmue  /  "StfemlPomaBortOioe 
dnct5  ^tC«nmtt6/3tgtMm  fc«  fetum  ^poJ 
puCa^n^  /  Ciuee  oO  fcCidotKYn  <iOu(cfiici 
noo  K^igo^^  ^it^m  tiofifm  tttfcf^a  cCaffe 
^^gt6>^/in(ctcCufam  cDnie«ti6w6  auim^ 
6?w)  /  pto^iCi^e  f mtiftfu  eoe  qui  IPomaw) 
c^  omni  oi6i5  (tttatwm  ncicioti^  aco»  # 
^ctc  cottf«cuct«n(  /  quo  (Romana  a\  f 
xi%  e>i(|bCuctftut  I     Sntstcep^ootOD) 


CO^mvlftafxwn  fiop«otimj/@/n^/6/  onxi 
timtium  ^\xa  aftotu  prxtatom  cccCcpafifi  $ 
CO©  ptt)ttc(9/  J^omioe8te»  pC^wfq^  nofi;t6a 
ci^fe  tx&r(oiic  fy>(tit^%i  cmttia  «j  kuo  ^pc^ 
<mtc/ ifcaanawj  ipgnl  cccCfpc  auifatf  h] 
maniftf^o  p^ncufo  cofiJihita/tniue^a  i6i4 
Cw  intcf^o  Itttft  fe^o  cof f agratc  atqj  Qcc 
•id  c&arifrimi  h)  ctifto  fiti)  noftxi  iFcxt>/c< 
]S)c6fa&^  r<^picntiffimi  ac  ^etctiftfjfimi  mf 
^Ka  tcgc©  confi^ccanara  avoqj  mcttcn^c/ 
qua  fucfuofc  tc6u6  C^npiaie  qua  ^nia^ 
ofc  apyftotioi  fcdi  /  qua  ^cricu^fc  fioei  m^ 
t^oCice  ^fp?«e  §ttit4fmo?)t  pctfutfisfiottce/ 
$$  fdfma  quoO  h)  ecc^fta  Oei  a  tion  rtu0f 
Cie  tarn  ptocum&;i^r  /  pio  jcCb  ?)W€tit5m^ 
Meicfafte  conoDzdic  mifmn^  ao  no«  ^umi  ^ 
{ieet  pro  pao?  fii^pCioa^im/StCcn)  Were  ipft 
fmttc©  noftti/  30fm  Qt)o/>'}?o/2(C8ttj  aCit 
cccCeftaftice  amtafcc  /  :JOcnj  tcCiqui  t^ifi^ 
^ecn(&^6  fummio  p«a69  poftuCauctit^ 
togauctin^qj/  JDu^imuo  couinj  ^ncpifj 
fimo  c»ftOcrto  artnucnDum/pttapuc  cunf 
OD  vnfcam  tnfiidtftin;  c<  natuvanj  noftt^ 
^mn^  ccnfctuano^q?  psde  ^c  aco^i  j 


i\nam  ^Miam  intcx  r«  (x>n(tnti^nttm  &:t^ 
fetx/a6  a«mt«  Oifoectic/cap^j  ^mc  ittoe  txf 
<i^m/ooia  c(  ftmuC^tee  Oeponctt/f»)  mw 
6ia  (mnqmtti^ttec  cottquiefoett  /  @i  fbw 
C^ifHani  cffc  ^^umu^l^i  Ci6ct6a6?m/  fl 
fbitunae  noftfwe/  ft  cci  cufdim/cttcCigtof 
tiem/qua  rti^iC  no6i6aiti9  cffe  tt6e(  a^^ 
«erfuo  imamffimam  directum  ^ntimt^ 
d^io  2J^Kc  immimn6:m  tnm  ^  ptoCcge^ 
te  C»fgccmmtte/(£tMamo6tcm  cum  pcvfiia 
Oeamuc  noBieM  ^/«^  incCifam  »mpu/^^ 
am  a6  §oc  communi  fiono  «otj  a6^t^?ct  / 
fttti^  que  omni  lirmpotc  poiwm  ^^i^^^mi 
fi  omnc«  oifcwt>iatum  mufoe  ^  m^i^ 
Cottctc  PttOttwit/Soj^mut  lip  pa6?rrto  afi 
fi<ttt/%popqMam  tcCiqui  omttco  h)  mu^ 
6ia  (^uic^  noBifcum  coniungi  cupiwnt  /  «< 
popttCan^  /Oocei6  c<  ^  aD  ?anc  fanctam  e< 
o^6iB?m  %t0a6?m  acaOetc/a6  axmie  ^if 
aOei»/ccip6itcpi(uctf/tx©  f«tra:i«fG9  omit; 
fttf/  ncq?  amptittc  CeSto  c<  ofifiCyionc  dui^ 
^ftm  i(2am  noftmm  %gctt/Ctuod  pwftc 
6)  not)  fbCum  fumma  fapicttda  ^a  e^isnfi 
-ttii/Ctui  (onftOjmw  potc«/quQ  h)  ?>ifai; 


mint^taMcmnx^  CetfeAtt  /  ft^  i^  fi6< 
txit  ^notiftcu  c^  gCbuani/^  tmot^Ce  Cau 
^c  af?MO  o^e  ft6  cofccuiut9  /  ft^oeti;  offeti^ 
m9/  ttoo  (^oeSBcde  tuc  h)  itif^ida  ptoptc  d 
c^t>t^  no  ^utato^  ft  Ij^  Qa&e  q^  09  Oa 
a  i^o  conqucmtte  /IDa^m  ¥omc  dptt^ 
fanceum  qOetttttn  fu6  anmife  ptfan^tie  ^tt 

tiof^u/atino  s^ 

£         Cnfu0 

^t&udtiffimo ptimpiTOf^J  Woortittfo 
IDtid  (X)ettcdatli  ^i^mffifno  amico  itofh» 
cutiffimo 

«pifcopi  qfxtfBi^ti  IDiacowi/  i§f(SjiS} 
Cat/ 


tn    3  ttcmdonc  ^milta/*ptfcop^  tnxfBft 

ftti/lDia/  S/a?/€/mr/3att  prittd 

pi  ^o•milto  ©ttdOOcttcfiatum  poft  fignceta 

ft)  ^>mino  €^ri^^m/(£ttiStu  fanctiffl  ^ 


Tioii  fcCum  t)i^^?i;imue/  Return  cdam  ol 
cum  in^nftxicxl  f^u^ioqj  ptocuwuctimtt» 
timCt^o  cuiocntifjimto  ^>cumc^9  que  fua 
fanditati  fapmtux  ^wq^  fcriStt  infimi^ 
quiSufq^  nci>u  fapiCti69  titi^  av6itmmut 
Ciqwew/  ©e^  itto  pixdpue  g?  fupcticaiGucs 
ani0  ftia  fdctime  ac  noe  quiche  ttnCic  am 
^ifftmi  quaC^mcuq?  pc^cew  fefCo  quo  ^t^ 
Cogc  fupctioi  cmi  cccf^fta/pixfcarc  matui^ 
inu6/<$iluoO  quiocnjco  magi^ftirimucg? 
15Cto  S?Cufa6r«)  c(  ptopofitil  fuc  6ti(ul>t0 
«<  tiof!^ru/<B^0^cii/  00/ iO  ma^imi^  cupictc 
^i^&jmuo/Ctui©  igitur/^/fua  nofq?  no 
filmopctc  CauCtiucti^/^i  p^tftmtauk^ny 
inftit^to  tiofftx)  (auda6iCi  (\nitti9  i^Cte  9^ 
fwmnOc  cofttuacjrqj/cum  prefcnti  ^c  «<  pc 
ticufofb  feKo  quo  ea  qm  fua  f active  tccc  if 
fet  Oana  ct  tcomoCn  feC>i  apof^oCia  ac  ^  0? 
^c/  mcti^  ^fttx  «Cf  /  ccmfa  iS?afa  fuew/ 
pcem  €(  cocDtOia  ^niuctfaC^m/  i^  ma^i^ 
mc  fuaoentiBue  c<  fu^CiointiCu©  pet  o^j 
ft)tc6  fuoe  aD  to  mif|b6  ^t  /  l^ifpank 
Q?c3e  ac  fKegina  c<  ^tiiu^faprope  J  ; 
^8ia  <om«!ufauimuc5  /  Cj&tofccio  nemo 
«if?  ipfiiio  pad©  ac  (KeCigtonio  C§np 


iian^  (lix^tot  /  Ctw^  omnia  (m  gandt  * 
taenofq|€oet62mu*5  f^mtie  quoftcuti 
fti^n<x:e  &?Ko  ao  pa«m  etaf/)6i  tiuttc/(X)/ 
ccCfjf  ad  communcm  tnu^taq^  coco^Oia  ciD 
txfiJi6ie?ti  a6C<i6i  ftcut*  o^fed  ^ttiCie  poftn^ 

6-6  ptopnfawi  effc  piaf!?  ct»0t0imttO/S)« 
tamuz  i^itux  qu^^  ma^ime  poffumue  af 
ftc(u  Oo/6j?(R^ctt/que  fe|xt  OtfcotMatil  (« 
minft  cttu^tx  cDtifM«u(/?t quca^mdtt  tcR^ 
qui  ifaR>  |>«na>3at9  ftcet»  /  ^t  ce  ipfa  ad 

ftritgctittofq^  ^/?iu  fioci  <at§ofto?/cotta^e/ 
concDtDta  ocaOptc/Tfcrma  tejwttew/^wa^ 
mq^  "^reecccCfpe  ^nj  irtftgni  o6ftOtoncti| 
amouctx/  CtuoD  p/OC»/c?0/?f  pto  (tm  ftit; 
guCati  iuf^ida  faptcntiaq^  confTdimue  c^ 
op<5ttmu0f(?cmaoni  wanittUC«(/COti0i6»ti 
t5ciptt/c^fiicittc  ce  que  uutic  w)  tno^mo  pe 
wcufo  Bjtfatut  ftjdue  i^&e  quic^i  conflict/ 
cuncfae  fujjPidonce  cupioitatio  ^^mit1a^i 
ftjS^cne  at  Ocniq^apuD  omtice  €auOeti| 
<<  gCbttan)imnto2^d?.tt^oc)nfcquchxr/ 
(pofactxd  ?t  ftia  (ge^eaei^^  fcxiBii  1  @i 
qniO  c/2  quoO  Oe  iDuce  i8Co  conqucvi 


^fftt/(X>/c«£/ptx4crtcc^  fumi  CS&oti/jfuDi^ 
mitn  cfii  fiCimitiimc  Oefu^rii  i/o^x^  ttof 

tun^  itinm  nj  (^^itxQ  pxioxwn 


doti^/  inapav^imu6  c^  co  caufa©  que  €a«) 
l^iOfii^t  imp«tiff«  ao  fbcDue  nofiru  »fc5 
tendumc<  infinuafi^m  (cfc  jxid  fb«Ogaqif 
commutiiil  ^fti\i  /  ©ot^^t  ^ttftixa  noe 

niffimic»  ad  pacetn  cum  <xkw  i^Cie  po> 
<i?nfaft69  inmn<>a  /  aBfiincnc^uq^Ccino^pd 
a6  J^c>%anenft  feGfo  /  <Bmmucto/(^/qp  / 
qnan^m  atfitiee  ao  pawm  c(  fbeOuc  cu«> 
communiBus  ^f^i6wcf  ini^m  /  lOi^  '/ 
imuQ  iam  Mt^a  que  fcnnccmn^  pec 


exafem?)  mrtmnj/  (IR^x^k^  eaimpwftnciij 

^«51^  faacttOil  iuOictittit/  0*00/ cuiium 
omnia  2)iui«a/  ^umotiac}?  pvo  fua  fumma 
Tapiftioa  ^  itttonpciraOift  ^di^na  notiffif 
ma  ftinif  156«a  1&p«  ^/«t  itti  factiffiw 
fcl)i  i^  cont^ttoint  /  S^ttd  tatni  pxofd^ 
ftoeat  can)  cchj  tto6i«J  tie  mcOiocti  mo^/Jie 
fufucG^j?  fuiffc  nifi  ^^e  inf^i6t6t»j  ««g<i 
fiipeaozeo  omtico  fact^ce  p(?n(5/  ce  pvm'pue 
^/00/aDmonttiffc(/€quo  animo  fbarcquic 

02te/cifq^  cade  ^  inf^ie  f^feW  6<  nip  ptc 
fttsea  noSiJ^  fpccj  cfjfctcjpu  tpfu  fuptcmi;  i» 
?^io?m  «m  ^umanatw  fioxk  Qqui^  ocu&o 
fee  ipfa  confpicetc/S^noepo^pndc  equi  ^ 
^ftfqiN  Bmc^io  Sac  fitmpgftaa?  not)^fct 
twxwj)  pt«f«ftw)  quino0it)  ?itfftnC^<wiCtte 
^ngc  tl?mpoti6ue  Oau^  Oe(«nut/£)o2^^o 
1g?fta  kaixffim^  p^txx  ^^  paaw?  pCeiti  a>  i 
ni^^0  €^  foptcnfic/  ftmt  i^i  c^ui^m  Uc^ni 
pontifio?  e^  totmx  omnium  patent/  0i  ^^ 
mc»)/ftfeo(5/n/cwm  pxxttK  ta  f*&?t3e  qt4a  ^  f 
tt  ^jqui  Occet/n)  t^povc  optxmo  actiom  ^jUf 
manaruittOw?  aO^i&mi^r  /  *iam  i^w 


fc/^t  «Uttqimm  nif!  fummie  itiiiittj©  Caccf 
fiti/awt»to  foaaCi  fctuanvx:i  fioi?  quam  nof 

^Ctc^w  pccdrt  fctcciticfcmfbeDcrum^io^ 

bincm  pr:o  ^^mficij^  mnumcrio  6:im  ctga 
iftaiorce-fuooquam  it)  i)^um  coff ati«/qu^ 
tiofijnc  coptj0/pecu!it)o/h)  CO  cofi^ocnMimue 
CJMm^/<B^  quiona^qua  pto^nft^  crga 
fc  mentie  gmdc  wttuCit/  ^ii  fy^c  infdtit 

5§9C^  quoo  fit  oufue  mo$  ^f^dtimiu  itit  ^ 
t6  qt>?nw{!ue  ^nquafuoju  pticgeni^:tt  ats 
fu6  cfl  3um  nof^  fiaaticnfia  iiiftingctt 

^m/:)t)  ^ttctoe  otniq^  firtc6/  a^qiic  aOeo 
h}  ^umium  ipfum  ctump^/  Woni^e  fli 
^(Kini^  I3et6i6  )«t  quinq^  c^  apCitic^att  i 
no«  ^t  t??fipifcui/®cc  ft  pitictt^m  n^flr^ 
ne  ^icamwc  mo»iac  aimi  (?  quafl  i^nani^ 
qttaOa  no  atftf<56ui:/  pctiettrti  fdne  cqua 

iom  annum  ^tfnUm  iniuxia^  ifta» 


^ifefwftt/ que  SiauO  ^cruOae  «nf«eti(/  in  ^ 
ftammt^M  ao  uCafc:n^«  /Qmpxifhi^ 
cut  00  axmiz  pjtfcc|Uc5o6  ^ftccj/Q^  B?fta 

iiUutfi^/ftn^io  animiim§nitnX>m  ^t^ 

Viftd^l^itl^m^  facw  (anc^c fcdte/ €mi(<^ 
ntoe  AM^iCiatco  ccpiao  cquitii ^t^itCkii 
Cfuoiquo^peti^  funf  ncf^tie  tfiit  fump()6^ 
gifemiciffimc  pam^o/f?  cCafjfie  ^x^^fftmu 
ittaMiOifTimo^nwmCi  «aumq^  fcj^mcoc 
logins  miCt^  cqttitiSu^  infrntceci  q  ^fei 
ot4  06  a^ptttao  ewOwfiu  ^fq^cgaicceit^/ 
fmo  i^mq^  omittct  ^aM>  Ccpopu(!a^.6f2 

fedif^  Otto?  ftof^vo  apuo  ncp^ttu'  capanW 
^  ISifixit  fiofMue  tctaHi/ttontini  fcf^co  cof 

c?£jf8m^t/€tutD  t^i^/qi)?  ^c&ft^wjCcfc^ 
til»  Jewamn)/  q^  ««rfquow)  c«?>i^tfj  ^ 
mafuimue/^  cun^  omntS^  ctue  ccp^d  ci^ 
tb  agmiuf  quan^  p^taii  ifxtnkittitsn)^ 
ttm  ^ftxwnfmi  ixiita  <nmpatiiam/qua|! 
ImmemQtcd  CPduo  £^Cie  ^oe^  oonUa 


fcCei  JDiixw)  jfcOcricuifi  ^r6ma6c»)  caf  ^ 
tea  caftuo  nof^ne  coneiiafjei  3lifuU  ^'/ 
no  pio  ar^>n  nof^ix)  /  ©ofac  <t  Ouc?  tiof^ 
tw  ftifuo  fu^vititfqiie/ftfemm  ^i:{3(5  com  ^ 

wrfl(^lOOI  JBo»igifftmoctip(iuotu>n  pto« 
ttt«^  otO;iK'/Ctuo  nurfuw)  Cctio^enj  c?ano^ 
fimcu  muCG»  tctro  fccuSa  ^iOi<  lorBs  <Kd^ 
ma/quoD  p  p«fcrti^f2nfcdo  k^wrj  gctt^ 
tP  $  tocc  maCtitffcrtt/  6f  ptofcqui  i^ictozi^ 
(^n)^ii\init^Q  co0tatiw;  l)Df^ie  Cftp6uui5  ttj 
^i^'onctt;  ^nieBdi  ^(imnj/xttfwtwmqur  ff 

^ncfwon?  Ivomano  pantipci  €on6giffee/ 
<Koe  ^n;q>  int^xfd  psucce  poff  t)iee  im  ; 

cConffimutt)  ouce»)  owiftmu*  ntajgima  ^^ 
minr^  nofttjiartum/^uo  quaqwawj  ct?o«« 
poffumuo  q&atct:  fanc^  fc^na  ifta  noixa 
^n)  aC6?  animo  ISsftto  mfcOt(|c/?t  9cc  of^ 
fWei  ct  Ccnemcafa  ^nfte  ch>))  hnp^n^e  ^ 
pcticufte  nofUrie  o6i^/c<  i^^cmrn  ^ctve  w 
iuviae/  qm6u6  ^xi^i^  intentatiny  hj  noei 


^  nopm  iuta  ^igni^^fcf^  ewpdje  ttftidt 
mi  I  ^tflTcnfmf  tie/ai5  oBfltna(t(»  pt  ^c^ 
610/  mi nofiu®  qita/(^/09/ctti  fefe  ^goit 
tpfc  «'iufq^  foctj/  iDunj  (\mmni  f duoK©  m 

quam  v^fidac  ^(tta  fanctiaxc  engnun)  ^^ 
Bmtit  ^  cuiu0  paa^rttcsq?  ^cxfcw  ao  ttoe 
fht3e«c(/ @ump6im  igi^r  &?tom  ^ft  j  quoO 

tupide  fiofltc  e?tte  confaue  fiimmi©  ?6tqj 
fhMonSuo^f^  ptof^cMewe/  fe^^  pfiiw  (jt  ^^ 
IxxntKxt!^  no(tm  txc(i^e)iticq«e  oiiimi  qua 
ma?ffc  cft/OOc^qtiia  ^c^^a  ma>iJ6we/© 
a?/omma  funt/^C  qwia  pet^icua  mm  fac 
ix\  not)  3^Ci*  mo&)/reO  e^^tie  ^mm  nc»; 
dom6w6/  Ctttoo  a«<Vf^/(^/qO/9Dtfewt>,t 
no«J  at)  pnc^m  tmpurfcnao/cum  tam  ad  fi; 
ne»)  pi?n«:  fe^i  fit^n^m/tiitiam  iD  tngw 
eiam  3$  I3?(2tc  ^ceo?  fiottf^ea  mw  Oigni 


inifio  tto  foCum  SbCttttHttCJ/flO  magim^  cf 
(iam  ccncuptuimue/Ooctutt)  ^io^nc^t  pro 
cqni^tc/pto  66m6i(r/  v^^^t/^ci^i  Cetti^i 
fim  noY)  aO  i^  ^tt6im  q^  optant  aCf^/qua 
a9  ca  cfian)  afitma^tterttoe  que  ^uf^tdc 
(in(  CDttff n^ma/f^t))  f{  ante  GzeEun)  t^^ 
Oddtw)  flee  a^  pace»?  cfficn^  f  martctfjiet  inu:^ 
tuiitlfn^  qui^^ie  «gti<ifTc<  /  pcirum  ne 
jocr^  f Mi|Tc(  inftgwi  tt  CteOuaw  «00  a^  oB 
Sttionc  imtmatu  ilSltatovi  pocni^tc/lqua^ 
Omitta  (Sr^c  tt  infiitvito  mai(»u  ttoftto  q; 
faa6»?  Temper  po^imue  c^  antmo  OgCftc  / 
^5p;>ft  a6(limp6wt  (untom  "^inj  auti  / 
qua  6»tt(a  ticc  ipfa  ^^^  ipcaana/qiidn^ 
(Umuie  tnftgnie  fttfeadit  poR  ittnumcm 
6i0?6  eofccmqi  pttpanftffimoe  due©  omif 

ft  f^^j^  no6i6  ognKini6a0ipra  Victoria 
(»nTtu  nofhum  tominiu  at»  ft6i^tnenj  ^pi 

6u0  itofM  fifq6u<5  Qrttntir>t)  c^infano  infa 
niffima  «^Octf/€t  qttoma/(^/0O/ ^uw| 
xmn  mettdoncm  fadi  /  ptoftdo  cu»)  to  it| 
Mo/8g/p8t  ftnno9  ^fiavimut/  ^ufdnc^ 


ic^fi)  moC^  /  ifeffi  aut^n),  t>iututnitntt 
fetti  c<  poamfiffimie  ^pie  oopi^e/  c^«di 

f^imffc  15iOimu«  iMiatt)  a^  ou^i^utj)  fi 

ft  CIO  pCaoct/  Ocfitcidxi  ftimucf  conoioionc  $ 
g)ercuC?e  ifi^r  /  JBaffic  pquiOemc^^ncfi^ 
^n(i6M0  6eCPo  no6ie/|»o?.fttmn^taCfj  ^c 
un6t  tittc  itto  /  3^«;  i^i  aX>  atma  eoncu\^ 
t^(  I  ^i  pt^ffcto  tto))  r^f^ioin  not)  pffu^ 
mue  ftoYi  amotc  padf(<ottumiffe/@cD  %ic 
Ibdci  tiofim  commode  «>«6)imiuffc/^c^ 
^iseum  ^c  ^Cumu«  »$/C0/©/  cut  f^pzt 
ct i^nocj  ^ila  gtcgie  ftii  pa^/atqj  ton^f^ 
tita^  ita  cotdi  fuit/  9<  06  ea»^  ivm  muCte 
Htagnaq^  ttictct>i6i!)i  ax^t^  animi  ct  cantu 
tc  ^tfc^xiil  fonge  pCwm  maiotnq3  pcrftc^ 
^m  /  ^i  |»t  coo  ma»ime  qui  tmnc  |Dad 
ixiftcdnad  ^i^n^t  /  g  /  ciOcRf^tt  fia* 
tffe(/'ytrq?cdamiC>C>ic6im  foCumMeaut 
$5  (Kctictptt^iffimc©  IDominoe  €axU ', 
«cifce  /  quotum  fawctiffimum  pcopoft^tt) 
«^  CefgOinuwj  communie  C^wptanotun) 

8    « 


pvopttx  ^mtiffimoe  (nf^cKo  ««gt©  qm69 
omni^n^  pocne  f^cnCi^  putiffimo  amow 
ctfttioera  &?muorcttdaCicuic^tfmmuo/2^ic 
6im  fbic^ff«  fucrie  pwptrt  iionnui?o«  a^ 
Cioe  qut6«e  ttcqiie  pa^  nopca  ncq^  Cettu 
p>ttft  fafiffnctcc/  ttanj  cuttjw)  pao?  fumtifl 
ottinee  oio§i^n(  cix6pe/%  no©  hj  6cfifai  cott* 
♦>dani/c<  €  a  qttiC»m  ^ncufibfiffima  /aim  hj 
6cRo  ^famur  %c*oee  noo  pciti  tioi)  pcfj 
fnni  I  CtuiO  tmquiue  /  ^i  ^mcrt  f)e 
foittffhc^im  tto^  exit  /  fafiffnc^m  pto 
fcrto  fDW  c9rtPcim«0  /  ^/O0/^qwiffutie/ 
iupifjimc  pCfiitifftme  faftffhc^im  cquif ^/ 
(Imo  iu^ici  nof5*o  ^Mnino  ii{xx  cnfio/miue 
feiitcf a  fi^m  trCigiontmq^  pet  o  nnoe  pCuf 
quom  fc^grn^  cotpoo^we  ct  faitguinc  6i 
ttiti  fumueaiiuo  fati<tiffimo6  ^imdoc  pu 
m  fencmdone  f«m9  ptx)|^cuft/pco  fjc  p«cj# 
?Kiutmtie  /  prindpeo  tx$^  not}  c^Um^m*, 
mil»  i:to  iKommcccC!f(tc  iT^oman?^  bignt; 
^<ir/cpwittC?  (33/poiQpt  qua  ocoet  txiietxn^ 
da  (li^eimmwe/  ^/  0:>/'5t  (I  qua  wCiqua 
f(i  6^«^  mcwnfi  gmda/  fi  quio  mn^id*  w^ 
6«*  h}  5«mawi6  ^fquar))  ? fl/  finat  ^wxn) 


ipfc  matmtl  d^cKu  ap<^ui(  fe^o  c^pe^to 
^r/fpttuit  (3a/(X)ycoiiecmpp<  oBCationt© 
tiopm©  p^tapmt  UnKtunj  quem  mctuit  psrt 
(inaao/  «Ko)?  aOemu^  pwoftcto  aui  tigm^ 

gi</aui  cogi^ui^/^oe  ft  e^i^mmue  ma^ 
na  fiafTc  no^6tmu«  at«;ogc»nQa/Woopfiia 
f«mpcv  w6»  cccuit  fac6i  onimi  mac{«i6w^ 

owio  qwt^  fp^tam  pofft</^/0C)/a6  ^c  ^> 
mine  not)  ^oimu^  /  a  no6te  o?r^  f^oOrf^  / 
fi  no  gmn^  Atiqui^/quA0?  ^^mc^  aEiquio 
atiqu«n^>  geffimiie  /  3t(ttimcij  et  ^tav^ 
p^tcft  aOiutov?  Oeo  muE^  eiufrnfOi  /  cuv 
tuoiisw^  ftme/00/(ja  /  ^t<<oadwjHoPm»j/ 
Otoi)  conpCiuwy  coHMdoittimuefafma  pw^ 
cutttiiimue/ltot)  tanj  6e«o  ^rfecuft  fum9/ 
OlUq^  ?ttc^enu«  i^tdiomue  mm  infrOcCimi 
Bift  fe«o  c^afltano6  |x6rtt /fane  ecclVfl^  6« 
ntpaunj  §oc  hj  noe  cofPo^n;  (anc^uint  nof 
(w  emp^m^et  ^^6i»mt  ojfftdijcj  ctea0t# 
mtt6  eni^«  opemm  ^  prtp^ta  ftca^wj  ti5 
^io^a^t/pja^^w)  fena  ^nin  ^ftm  |wfe« 


(tcn^  fattc^ffimi  paenatcQe  fetie^ic^io  fifto 
fcmeS  imi^ttffa  imrSf  i  incc/aut  no>|  potuii/ 

a^  quoofummi  f^nctiq^  portfifidc$  <iuc(o:i^ 
^6  momaij/imj^ufentf  o»ndfauca</ 


t    €»tfc  (Unf  no6ie  ftiftw  /  ©  /  ft)/ 
(Kcuemt^iffimt  ti)  CtifJo  (patwe  / 
ee  JDomitH  it}  ctt«(a  J^^trawtif!  /  que 
Cam  ct  (I  ^^  ptcpdrt  iG^me  })nndpi<^ 


fifnci  cftl  liot)  po^imue  tam^  iKa^  no^ 

quam  facvo  ifii  cofi^esio  Ot6emtte/e<  fcmpec 
?tt6mmw«/ra«c  ptwcfc  ffexc  %'D^n^t  opt»^ 
tncmm  lc)5«pianf  tcRgiom'e  pcUtwtt;  pw  ^ 
oiuH)  ^  U^i^nMl  (\ux  ra  qticmtt^  et  opi 
^itt/quc  nt(i  aein  infint  mci^ima  ^  fc  ^e 
O'l  ^eent  ^nepafi^  «<  office  /  Cluafta  n< 
cnqucOidmu^e^mpCume^i^mmm  ttof 
ttaxuff)  ao  fummttW)  p^n6fio?«j  ^ifoe  infers 

wa  omnium  ^mmHv^ti^n^  Ojgmfftmu«i 
^ttuw)  Coffcgium  tfi  /  fum^t»  pafwa^ 
niuH)  conco:Oic  /  c<  a^  pciccm  omnc^  ^t ; 
6it»  /  Cuiue  ipflua  no»;  ^iffiitmunx  aa^ 
quait^)  cftam  <un)  ^c  ©ttcuC^  cupi^i  ^ 
owe  c^fttiffc  m«io:um  nof^wtwm  «S^rmf 
j;fo  qui  nwnqucj»)  feftut)?  in^f^cunt  n^p 
Caccffift/pa«w?  qtio*$&c«i(  a^pinunt  / 
^Urtc  auCrtt)  t»t  tanttiq}  in^twenctx  aCio^ 
tuif;  ftnttidalli^num  mati^nitattr  Vt  fa; 
«c  mixum  h)  mocunj  Coa?^wii0  noc  (\ui 
ftm^xv  if^i  fattctiffimo  Cof?egio  qui6ttf  ^ 

6    ii^ 


^ftxi^  ^«mattiffimie  fyyzt^d^niBu^  o6fc  ^ 
q»i/€<  mo2ef>?  get»»  riotj  paffc/  ^itiguCa 
«nit))  pi»  t^tum  tfmp>znq}  ^  caufatu  qua 
!i^  moccmti  pxindpie  rt«orff<?  ef2/  Ou5 
ftt^cBnHtm/]Docuif  tftwomw  otitpoCrn^ 
^)min««  qui  0?^it  ftmm  ^(nq^  cet  mo?yu 
^t  quauies  efjct «)  femgni^6?n)  pcopenftot 
pcctinacjeo  feme»)  h)  p^ccu^  f€ag«Sfi«  ^6ut 
6^tt  r<<  |bCt64«  /Itlifcrft  a  pnttdpio  fumu» 
^wanin|ft0  iftiw  Oude  poettaw)  qj  pec* 
cat»  H(iuUm9  quoufqu^  ftx^^  f ttii  teftpifcs: 
weum  poffc/ittiMtiamq^oignofoett/^mf 
q^c^amyCiueannotutn  pafi^ttaani  txoftxi 
tidi  ^iu9  p^tixnacia  pofjquam  cffufa  ^x^ 
tft  Mti  pximpatu  i^iu^  ptftdoftoz  at(C9 
iteptt  (urn  JffteQ/6im  pxCuoi6u6a8furnp 
a  p^6i»  pa^  fattc  in^mpcf!tue  /  pad  ati 
qutcfcr tx  O06ui(  initio  optimi  ^  ampCiffO 
milommij^  «turn  cum  pa6?t  ce^menfiffim9 
quic^tfq^  cupictiftffvmue  paoem  pcKiwfe^ 
64t  ft  flfi9  dBfXin^wt  nttr^«/  2J0dt?)i^  pec 
mto  oBfHnadoH^m/quam  fan6?  cffc  maCig 
ntfetie  fen^q^  oOto  fiSi  Oc«6  kfiatuQ  eft  / 


6fT»i?  /  ^fe  CttBi^t  m  fiif^idoni  fecue/p 
pctqumq^amioeiniimam  fbeOwum  ^i^ 
cta^cii  ctfupm  ttccsn^fimum  Annum  pat 
^mm  fanzine  ttofho  Intunit^tiim  fmt 
Oiudu9  not^  po6iimui(  /  S>e^v  amSi^^nt 
cum  io  fe^o  qum^ir  quoO  iufium  e(\uwn 
C|j  noij  cf?/  out  cum  ftn«  mom  i^cquifito 
par:6?  a06fm/«c  fc:6?  i»eni^at  ao  otmci  co 
cum6wt/2(tf  w<>^  aufi?mqucna  tx^inc^uii 
txt  ssnCumnic  mtio/qui  ?t  ^i^\muit^tui[i 
tfftma  txp^Hxmm^  confimm  afp^^aui  ^ 
mu6  paca^j  monuimu^  /  Xrma  OCpuCi 
mu<5pn6?tanno5/ pctftnatioww)  h)^i«6 
h)  pw\x>fl^  monfuetii^Jhic  nof^m  tc^?>ioj  f 
mu6/5:urCut«nt  t^Cie[p:icsm/qao:um  6it 
few  wo«  ffi/  6t  qui  mifctu  iSCl  poffia65* 
ftoniCwe  i6fc«t«m/  l$t  Cedum  quam  pa«em 
matt^  im^wf^mnt  /  Itot)  Ckutsm  noe  qui 
«i^it  0Huftmw5  j^2f«nv>:>ymon«n^  (wm^ 
^niq^  paojm  mae^ci  quom  fteSfum/^i^rOi^f 
imu0  co^f^afi  fumue  fott  ^t  ^uCttcit  vo* 
tta<^  C^ixtyCeti^m  que  ad  cuuf^m  nofitmm 


qui8u0  csifiimamti»  fow  tiemine»)  tnm 
h)  «05a  cffc/atif  quicquam  omipffc  quo^ 

6ycapte  yi  t»'ac  antrliicd 


Sisftie  cpap^  CtUdxfliC 


(latum  jDuci  ^a^d;m 


«Of)  minu©  3ufiae  quan)  nccefFaaao  / 
quae  ft09  pto  ai^tiuo  i^Cic  txiq^  )0u6Cicc 
C^nftiattd!  incotlumitak  aO  pacem  compos 
mn^m  impuCrrunf/^:^no?e  i^iccin^m 
fufa>w<5/  ^  Ck  CcGCo  iFcwatif /quae  ttopt» 
tt  ORemanc  <gccfeftc  dm^ne  ep  aBpinecfe 
ac  occupi6i  trfii^ecr6  /  Qtjq^  ftcum  ^t^ 
iBie  ()umatitfTtmte  esimue/ nee  '9num  qui 
Cen)  ftrBum  quo?)  te  ^notcm  R  ^utiy 
Cedcrct  infetuimuc  /  3tu  ^eto  w^onf?  ^ 
ua^ad  noe  £tt^m6  ^^>ifii/  Cbnoje  aCt  ^ 
ftta  6:  fcnpttte»  quam  2(Pf?  w<>^  ^^ci 
futoe  f)>erau«imu0  /  jjettat^nf? 


6i6  imponCcce  quae  nunc\uan)  n^tittx^tl 
ncq?  ti)  mcnCcrr;  iioftmm  "^nquciw)  indOf  * 
tunt/afqi  ioco  no©  moC^ia  fummoqj  ^>> 
fbtc  aff coctutti/menOrw)  cnim  animun)^}  tn 
urn  a  fMC?  oc  foeieta^  qua  pu^imm  h)  3^ 
6>Cia  conficnx  fta^ucmmue  aCi^num  cfjff  ) 
feftfmcntcrqj  «C^trctc  pgnifkarunt/  fepr 
mutmmu^  fane  noe  ^ffe  quode ne  ^(Ccf 
mue  ^  ^  eq^  ac  Ds  f^tio  nof4ito  quoui®  c6( 
fiquinfifTiwo  CKocrnctt/  a<q?  i6j  quanto  ct 
letie  i^^ie  tc0  putidpi6u9  &(  looCtn^ti  ^ 
6ue  paorm  ipfam  (bde^06rmq|  confiai^^tfi 
pstfucifemmue  /^i^&mm  fic  omnia  oonff^ 
cxdil  ^t  ao  can^nj  tpfanj  pmCatifftmattt 
tern  niQiC  no6i®  ti^Ctnquctt^t  t^tffuuC^  4 
fie  ni^iC  q^  ncgoc^  /  C^«D  fumue  oea p(i/ 
Soro  h)  fbCa  mum  13en^^  ttftjonoi 6im9 
que  nee  a^^C^quamuie  ^9aa  po^fl/ncc 
fi^tfi» tu  0£  nodnia  aut  aitC  ^ftoemt/  iT?onee 
tt^K  ad  poicS  a  no6i0  f^r^pta  n$  mo  no  ^ 
tal^/f^  c^a  Ocferuiffe  no9  f»cdue  (iiu  o6i# 
de/cu  Cucr  cCadue  a  Ir  Osfi^u/a  noBieoQ 
fetuatu  fixtxiil  qui  no  ed  mo^/quat  I  eo 
^n^incn^r  oSfetnauimu^/j^  tea  (aufii 


tsx  m^  ttiC  aCiuD  ittft  ao  commmtn)  fta^ 
taunt  orftnfionem  ^itum  ef^/tieq^^(tu« 
potcm^  /  aitt  auOQ^t  quicquam  l^ia  fricti 
trtnouatc  I  f^ittxxi^  o^ftotiM  Oe  conftlio 
Bmem6iCutm  fmtxum  itof^totum  pxo  pa; 
cs  tpfa  /  ac  6ano  fr^t  gmetiffimie  anfutte 
ocytcctie  ptoQt6cttti6u4(/<i  no6t6  ni^it  m 
ttoua^uminec  aCiquA/Sfltt  gcttndi  occcif^ 
da^/au(  of^cn^ta  ^nquam  futt/dui  cS 
tute  optimo  pofft  mue  ttof^toe  fti60i^e  tto 
6i«  o(mttitcx  o^Ctnqucn^re  punits/  tte  ^$ 
mc)^  Wa  pade  6ut6anOe  occtifto  Can^t/  H 
enxninm  iniuxiatwn  o6Ctutfd/tt  \9tie  pat 
ixv9  maCuimu0/<KuC8u0i^CtepD6rn^^6 
cott^cu  ti?  aCiquio  intiououit/  $u  ptimu^ 
tio6ie  ignomnti6uei  ^fiitx^  (m  ptopug; 
ttacuCie  (ccctie  innounfi^i/  qua«  intm  6400 

mtiettfte  into  fuoc  ao  qwin^m  fnme  Ca 
pioem  ftciffc  qu«w&i6i:  y  ncqj  ^to  a^^uci 
poftmmtto  (xi^n)  nofttu  coilpiu  j  ^  pe; 
mxvi  apoft<ytmxu  cCwftotic/  nvo  tcit  tto« 
fofOctc  3?man«eip/  tfficifft/^ud^(\i\iH  ^ 


fdn<t9f^^it  Ocfcnfbtcnj/rtot)  off^nfottt))  cet* 
to  cu^nxM  I  ^tKiixn)  tgi^it  ^t  cam  px 
tt  innouadontn)  tvfduimue/^ctipftnme/ 
<e  ti  ao  compopdofic»)  eni^c  ^:tat»  f uim9 
Ctudquio^  tntiouadoncn)  ft  Cktxdfcn  coo{tto 
ttiffcmw»/ antra  at*  ac>  fif  atfi?m«  ocoif  f 
fcmue  /  ^nmattimee  femet;  nj  eo  ncgjodo 
fuimuo  9>  ttm  tuoo  firtce  ^tmtnoe  cott 
pi6ttf|^/€t  ^cwancnfS  IDucrm  mo^  pxc^ 
^a  matoti6u&  fuie  fcvua^  ^C^ct  ttmto^ 

^nCttC^o/  no6ifq^  p^tfttaoe&ie  mi$a  t^  ro^ 
m  i  feKtla  ui  nj^^txaviam  occupan^tim/ 
fcO  h)  firtco  ^09  ^^n^oe  /  iumq^  animu 
(ia6»v?/<£tuao6tc  cu  $$  ipfbtfl  ^pugnacu^ 
I^C  ti)  ^ti9  i^ftc  pace  ctccJionc  jtttouatu 
fttiff?  ifidan  n5  poffc</qudtti«  ad  pcttatH 
{ tdt^xio  ap€iae  9tctatu  c^ccudonc  vequifi 
t\  fttiffcm9/^nOc  cupic6r6  ^tnoOi  OifcotOiaS 
fxittttta  i^tittitt  fopitx/ee  igttc  p»ti9  e^tin 
gttcw/qua  augetp/cj?^:^tt  caa  ipfu  fui^ 
tn9  iDworm  aO  pactozii  /  ftcu6  maiotfo  fut 
^o?mn</  oefctuadonS/quc  caO«  iKa  fc  06; 
fn«ci6«ru  ft6t  oC^CifJTc  tcfcnBit  /  ^u  Br» 
cu  no  comoeu  Q6(u(kffc  noCic»  r^snificof  ^ 


f?6  ne  ^a  in  aO  Copoftfiotic  t*t  no«  frtci«^d 
acffct/'Wtirtm9 1^^  fet8o:u  fb:m5  i  fmp^ 
(ie/qua  ipfc  Ou^  fe  c6fctuafft  0i^it/q5?  a 
ap  ncgatii  fame  fuitlatc\}  06  iO  tpp9  l)ud# 
ci9q?  cof«Ccmfejuom6):ce/piomif[ionem 
fu6  caOc  ^rfio:u  fozmuta  t  coftf^ono  «w 
fc  ftictutoe  o66iC(^ru</f  itfemfq^  6>d9  ftge 
oteuC^tu^/^6^  ao  «0©  (actuq^  cofifcgtu  «of 
ttu  oce  ^oi  co(totietftae  ve^CSetut/  po^t 
c^tcc  ^c^d  a  no6wi  ^fu  fbit</  a^^time  eg 
|)0^(utu  /  ^u  ^to  a  nol5  '9i  i^  fhatc^/  qo 
fane  oi  toe  ct  pttf^ti  f^^tie  nti  fcKxti  C«6tt 
iffcc/ft)dcetogat9noCuirnf  tiefeim9  tons 
tie/ct  iufeia>/a^  ntv  DiffiOcda  et  <}i^ptu  / 
2lffitma(w6  (c  t  tx6  fcw;ancp6^  nuffu  ttof 
CRce  fu^ioK/qt)?  tact  fl 9tm  ^n^patc  9tm 
ium  at  fact<ytu  pahu  Cuctt^  9(m  titm  foe 
^9/ i  ntm  9(5ptC  acnof^t»  au(oii^fie€< 
iuti(Ditoie»  tmirtu(on§  pCanccct/'quia  (»  ^ 
tnc  io?  nufCu  Ce^  f?  9cojDia  fccu^ta  ^iia 
ferns/  ^ffcm«tm9  ota/  cUqi  fc3J  tc  qu5<u 
jx)ftmm9  ^t^Camur/ct  «?v  feniuoCScia  ce^ 
^Wpgta^e5/«0  qua  ipik  Duj^  fcoffrtxN/to 
gaR»m9/  !)i«  Oe  cnupe  no  faf^oaO  mima 
|X)ffum9  cofuC^  ^  o6Ciutfci  eotu  que  oX>  ^ 


tarn  an6ra  fcnpfemmttc/CiticctJ  cum  fuo 
^ic  ornate  fcpe  oitiq^  c^cmmue/quo  qui> 
orm  fi)  fcmpow/ncc  aurum  ?»« tt  «iff  «(iim/ 
ttcc  moi(Mi  «ucs/ncc  ^fti«  o6ffffu«/  into 
ne  occCam^o  quiocm  /  SuBw  ccfponCid 
c^^ttndotiee  mftta^  not)  h)  ^nitx>tr/opf 
timo  a^omw)  fjmmmaxnm  in^i'xl  fcD  h| 
Cittt  fint  cf|c  ao^v6i^e  /  ^fi  tantam  im^ 
p:nfxmlpoft  ptunum  dixintn  mozfewj/pef? 
ofifcffttW)  ^pct))/2J3nommtt«  a:ttt/qwo« 
ttouaifi^acaCummanOimtioinuen^fiit  / 
<tt»)  ^C  a  pntwipto  tc  ^cznj  op^tiff?  aie/ 
ao  (\nanj  ft  antr  Cc^um  ^t^ti  ^  f uiffcf 
ftitt®  fhd^  quiouie  a  tt  o6tinmffemu0  / 
S)«c  e^cufodo  minime  txapieti^  €p/fe6i 
enin)  no6t0  Cat»  nu(l^9  ncgaor  au0i6ti  qui 
%Otat  quae  funi  confccu^/c^  qtu6u«  a^ 
fiimute^ctgci  noe  6iuf  Ckntz  ^un)l  et.pva 
fumplci  feki  iadott},^cti;aaci  nofiicaai^H 
cn^  f  ttoe  cCanu0afl)aort/7M  cfiQ  fi  fhc> 
fn^tttoe^w  c^ipimaw  ^(po  /  ^oc6iG 
|}ix>fv(<o  quod  a^oDticotOiani/quoO  ^0  fbc^ 
c^uci  nofitum  ^(ctticindam  aiUnmni 
^Q©  c<  (^tfta»  fafiffcdflc/c^  cuw)  ^o  om^ 
tow  ff J»  oiwq?  cgiff^  /  nij**  pw^^^a  omi^ 


RiivaxxMUt  foxt  /  ^toCuimue  a^  anftitxi^ 
^tiG^ac  ptJDgccdt/ quonia  c5ocyitiae/e(  feeeN 

qua  cu  tffcmu«/^  c}^  nt^t&mtntie  ct2>  turn 
tua  no6i6  mt(ftn^  fjott^wnnxl  ^u  lamti) 
contxa  jgrccaxid  tZtxa  3ii|fha'a/<otm  tio« 
quo^  a  SfKo  aC^tc^Bp  fdcBsci/i  tio6i6  ptni 
&•  infctj6/a^rft>  mm  matfr  mpia  axtna 
ntottipi/^t  ^t  itoPtH  hj  tt  oimil/  fbcowe 
qf  nofiitil  f^fnuatum  c£atiue  ^etfptaae/ 
^i^  qttio  ptx  tt  paffi  f wimwc/^nit  CaCa 

^«e/nepo^u/a  tto6i«  pirttjt  /  c(  p  t«nt> 
gavemue  otma  tt}  noo  fc  cotiMtxfmu  afftt  J 
matti^/  (petcmmuq»  da^  imuiiamiito 
I»u(ran0a  pwficifcCft  /  (poftmmiMs  fbcOeor 
iiofitx)  qj>?  a^  nx^:^  fia^fi  ^C6iyot  Oef«n 
(tone  initu  emt/tutiioColo/qOo^camue  pco 
i^C^acfXicr  a  tf  tix^ta  iuvr  optimo/e<  000 
nofixo  aufinor  ^t  ^t6fe  «Swfqj  nofi«o» 

fttca  qt>?  ti4U4(  otc^z  610  noi^  no6t9  pet  ^ 
fu#f{(  cvncotOiam  ci^  proucnOimm  j^fi 


I 


tin^ffimam  cCaffcm  wj  2(pttCiam/c(  e^» 
dtwtjftjnofttamitftnfxontml  tt  c^vmt 
^actOBittfmiffumm/  omnee  ^ittc  fy>fte9 
quaw)  pximum  cetoactutum/  'Jtoe  vcr(iiafl 
fttec  6?  rnofid  /  ^t  aO  cotico:Oiam  JDuce»> 
ipfitm  aOOuoeceo  noi)  I5t  fcffum  c^ci^atpee/ 
ivanf^t^m  minima  conorffiwue/fco  noi)  ® 
p>(ltio  atiqua  /immo  feKun)  acsatmu  con  f 
im  fH^iti?  t5o:6iw)  «fi/  Oocnit  idem  but?  ^* 
mafue  tt)  agtum  ^omaitMm/prcmqj  ofl>i 
ttt  ^  ocuto  rtof^tte  cDnpi6utu  coQpiijoaftta 
h)  r«6Mr6i>«  fKcmonie  pofuit/oemmca^io 
<rtc«  m<mq^  t^rcCuft^/f  aftum  oC  c<  qaic* 
qul^  intenooenCie  fcCi  ibfq^  a^  ipfti  moenui 
cme  cof Camaui</i<l  {t^iUo  riomi  fbjifq?  c  4 
tatl(p^xic{}  fKomaticauIp«)o:ru  a  no6i*  ttt 
fcopmnt/omma  xintnm[ztir)  oifctitnmco 
t^am  "^i^e  tiofimc  oonfisitw^  cwnf  /  06  id 
fotn  g)  ti6i  fhiiew  t^iwCdmur  I  9fl  tunc  tt 
C»fc«tf  ^Cwiffem9  wi^iC  pcofcc^o  coiva  noe 
mo&6tm  aut  adw^j  fuiff^l  ^cupn  ^ttti 
taQ  tt  om^cew)  tun  au^ifta  pet  ft  xati^t\9 
fbcctnenoBtc  0c6t^  /  ct  pwmiffa  pcftw* 
muo  /  qpcotmi^c^o  it]  Ca^ioito  Otre 


m  e|#(«mft  Cfua^cij  ^nftitu^  fi6i  dd  Jfn 
mtiam  cpugtiant^m  confcntiwmue/^)^; 
qj  notj  ccuodonc  «c  ^cfo  nj  noe  ^o  /(«^  ne 

^f  mc\t(\  ctdffcm  i  nuatij^m  t<in^m  oft  ^ 
quanto/  quae  minno  a^i*  quoD  ftmuCa^ 
Cae  inftxMcil  ^t  5$num  ^mincwj  tcfwgif 
^Mimo  fpftitktt)  f 5erd6tm  ampftue  ««sit 
^Uiixmc^^  canocm  ipfatr?  cCaffem  W)  Sfti 
vaxianx  xtica^ifli/  ^t  ^E  ^mc  c\uif(^}  lf»xfpi 
tiai  tt)  txfium  ifewamtifc  «oij  ao  nopsn 
^ftitponem  cam  omntm  fwiffe  compatttta 
Si^q^  cum  nu^tum  au^tCium  c^^  cCaff^  e^ 
iufmo^i  ^Buenmue  /^m6:imue  ^  qui 
Si^^m/equitum  /  peoi^^m/^/m /pto  com? 
wuni  iiatmim  ocfcnpone  ftttf  w  eg  fbcorw 
tcCcCao/quampnmuwj  (Kc^x^m  mat^^U 
tarn  a  tio6i6  etiijpc  antta  peft^m/  Cimt  fti 
to  «quiti6u«  rto6i6  fij  ^nfte  c»Camt^ti69 
confiitwfio  conccffutum/  qui  no»;  a^  J^«; 
wtiam/  fcO  a^  fcgtiao^CaKtim  cDftf«Oem(  / 
fotptic  %ixxc\^  agefti6tt/pameftimm  l  fi^ 
gufec  tnc«  acn9/ inifim9  taJ^c  nofltii  ao  te 
oiaeotc  ^  nrie  ^t6ie/i  quc(  qu^fifqj  ^f 
fawmuv  jxacufto  eg^newl/  ?ol5^u  q^  cu 


^fiottf  oice  top2nvQ9  jn^afti  <5dc  /  Jnc» 
Vmtnit  fit  opem  nofim  CeOu  ^ewaricnft 
fbCttet»(ur/^imuC  ^t  niiigna  note  tui  nof 
6im  cff uj^w^/pofi  5rc;tadnJ  poft  aniMt 
caf^cCCi/  ^f]^  fefiewen^im  noSiftffimac/ §/ 
Q?  e/duitotc6  amifjrae/pf^  6)t  m\Mi$  n  of 
two  p«fh(u  0?o6et64m  nj  ^t&?  ipfa  comof 
ra6?6/ft6a  pefifeq^  a6fup66/miftfii  ^o&t 
tiijii  (mtni2itt/H  OritiOi  miCi^rm  fmc  f^i  ^ 
)Xrt^io/^6i  h)  mftvocjofxdtuinftauvanXifyl 
it  petunia  ^oGettiito  mititi  ta6uen^o  noi) 
l»ma  ciwri  ^te  ^efump^/c^fmnum  apof 
^CittiJi)  t5?aHRum  «Oeo  f urt/^t  ntft  C3i;u« 
ip(^  nof^er  c5  noBi©  mftc  inudffct/?^  tam 
tspinU  f^fti^m  e^ctcrtu  ogcfttroerC^t  nof 
in  pt»f«to  am  (Romans  a5  &ci6ei3?mu«  / 
^uf^u^  igitiit  Ostte  noSie  ^ic^o^ia  ^cti  / 

P90^^  qfi  (uo  w<tn  ct  6uo:u  o$a/  no  ooi 
nu^  i(Ca  cofc^ti  fimue^Ka  ft  ^otfitij  nto 
(t^d^  ouxtbne  ei  ptowMtoxie  jntx^c  pac 
to  eff?  confftgcnOum  ocrtamontiu/  co^^ 
/posoeeoBtc^afj^t  nri/eCapfa  ote  Ds  mat6} 


tutiffet/  cptoftiqauimuQ  it)  agto  tKomo^ 
tio  c^tdtufYf  lieeomw)  qtti6u«  ^ueojieue 
^(ttum  quoq^  aCiquaw^)  ptof  Cigauimuc 
?tifumq|i  fane  Oio  immottt^ili  dwt§ow/^i 
ci  Oe0emue  omtita/  <ytcq^  a^ucTfue  nofips 
fo«  fcCfwrn  ttimquam  gcffifisi/  qui  patti69 
ftopne  fcmpcr  fhuiffc  ia<<ifc6  /  Cona^c 
qj  fuifti  noT)  moto  coCPegtje  fi<(fed«/  ct  o^ 
mepn6ui(  ^ie/  Bn;um  omrti  ^ia  e  fcDc  nof 
Im  noe  Oetut^tt /  6omm  ^mt»)  omttiun) 
cciOcm  paoie  mdonc  o6Ci^  ftiemmue/  B^tit 
cum  pop  ^iceomm  ipfam/  no6i^  aomoCJu 
tiwffjfanum  ^ifum  f«if|i*  nj  nof^we  fug^ 
^ift)6  /  6  cojum  «Ottiffiwam  tcfieflfioficm 
atiima^uctEtttt/cffcq?  prDj)6?tta  o)»uq  cif^ 
tcm  mtEtti£u0  tute  /  i^i  ^otum  man7vi(b 
commca^m}3eticr«wt/ttec  ^cunia  nccgm 
(ici  a^  compftifcu^  ^ico  d^ncn  po^i^tut/ 
quoium  tcaffii  pet  ^00  acorCieca6)/omnio 
«ofitti  h)  ifi?i6  pwnictiOie  &fiin^«  ftwfim 
taefi  I  ti  dftnm  amiffio  in((mtalct  ao 
oftuum  nof^ti  c^td^«  f^Cueio  facta  cf^  / 
?Dm^  Ca8a6tum  cum  t^cxd^  txun|we  m| 
CapAm4pvwmaaipfa9tfcm  mcutfioiS9 


ISbrtJ^  infcf!afef/<2tuonw  omniu  6:  crtfio 
ttm  pet  otaeozc  ^um  c(  noftta^  ft^eccae  ft 
amuo  (  ac  c^uid  ^nc  opus  effct  pta^maj 
1(1  ^  miCift$u6  elocuimue  ncctamcn  no^/ 
6ish)J6an^o  trrum  eifficuC6ati6u«  tunfc 
qj  ^itoc  noftvaQ  pencu&  o£zutie/miCi6:m 

6uctc  5)Cuif<^i/€X  uimmo  nolie  aixr^  ^f 
ctacafei  m^.icampCms  ftiBftOii  autTtiff  m> 
gt)  noBie  fu«>?Di^t?  poffc  Tko?  h)  tantie 
pencuCi6  ^p  6?  noGie  ccnftiditie  c(  oSfcf^ 
fi6  ota  ^a  ftudia/omncma^  cona^m/^iwj 
Oer.icf^  omncrtj  /not)  ^t  6u  a  pnnapio  ^i^i 
633/  06  tuonmi  finium  confcruatioHcmf  rc?> 
06  fccraria  nvanjfct  (T^omanc  cccEfftcaui^ 
fe6?m  ^tccSamm  DiripienOam  fonMvfti  / 
^ot)  ^c  fbeOue  v.oftxuml  tio^  acom^ae/ 
nor)  tcCigio/  pofiuCat/  15t  cum  focCue  ictu 
fit  pto  comwtti  Ctfcnflonc  ftA^um  /  ^ua 
uuc65m«  arma  cotca  no6  cupmcufe  tiof^ 
tmtu  rctu  trCiauaru  ccucrftne/  ct  nuc  61 
no6t6  auf  6r  fbc'euefcruaffe/Qut  vffut)  n5 
Ctfcruiffc  /  ani  a  noBie  ct  vomana  QcctkCxa 
tc  nonaCi€na(7«  ar5umcnfo6rti6  /  <Siuac 
auipi(la  6i  nob  cjp  focOccc  pwfutifii^  ft  &Ku 


noi)  ^HiBus  ne/ine/;fcd  tioSie  a^o  impi 
urn  mtuUfti!  Hcry  oitU  ^cum  ctrmmm  d"; 
pf^ue  ccamuc/  cum  ^  ^  ce  arttiie  nofmi 
ompifne/  tua  fvonteato}  a?nf1fto  6f  a  no 
6io  fcmnjc^ne.^oa  i^itujcu^  cfj^m^/  ct 
fo^Ou*  noftru^hi  ita  aperttfjtmc  fw^iffeo/ 
ct  nofttam  amta6?m  ^ftihtst  oBftOjfJcc  / 
qiuD  mqua  noe  pto  noftm  Ccfcnfionf  /pt» 
«ut^onmtic  apofioCicy  («Oi©  oonfcruation? 
p«)  WTum  ^t  t^  orcupaCRrum  rrcupt mdo^ 
n«/ac  pro  luftiaa  ipfa/  quid  noe  mqiwttj 
fhawci?  (TvomatK  cccf^ftt  Oi^nit;i(t  0|poj 
tuU/3^(anf  qiioO  fifowtxe/  ^efafnrtpa^ 
am  initnniie  a*tt)  ^io  qui  paorm  ttuCw  o; 
ntatct  noCifcunj  pro  ip^xum  crtum  Ccfcrij 
pone/  Citq}  mupfoationc  omnia  fun  ftuOki 
cpefq^profuncxw  >ctrwctunM1on  ic^itux 
Op  p3ce  act:3  quen  ^yft  n^  ea  ctuima^ucr^ 
ttn©  qucjt  mftiaae  crnfcnmnca  funt/  crn^ 
nctiit/  ncq5  qnoD  noe  ^iao:u  ipfa  quic  ^ 
qua  non  moucwi^  qu\  opdme  om  fam^  a6 
^no  Cto  optimo  no€i6  Ctiranjy  ^^  ^c  ipfTi 
qC)2  nunc  atcnmu<5  cffjc?tvma©A}too  notJi 
nm9  ^t  Cvan  fcp  5cmmO/fcDpu6Cicd  f»cj 
impctrapfm"^,  06  qua  5ictccidno6u5  Otwm^i 


flfnm  ^nefiiffimii/  5:uu  quoO  nunc  ma}^^^ 
imi  Ccptf&?nOim«e  not)  ^G?/quicqu(D/n/ 
ftittone  noBie  pixRiftf^i  /  iO  fane  cgifit  no 
ad  weigtonie/  aut  noflmm  ipfbmm  cnufa 
f«D  ^f  impmum  ifctramnfc  66i  ^nDi  ^ 
mtcei/  Cum  iom  pnoenj  ^  in^iaftffimc  V/ 
mmtx?i(^tK  fut^dc\ta\xtl^or}fnit  nof 
(turn  ptopcftftim  iufM  ^mini^  fua  etipc^ 
«  /  not)  furt  Ojniq^  &Knm  t^  6?^o  fctxt? ) 
r«2>  fuit  fy>c  ipfum/  qC)?  nuncefi^/  pawm  «) 
i^iCiam  puBCimm  conficccc/  ^icq^  tcCtgi^ 
oni  c^n'Rianc  confuC^ tt  /  €m  noo  fdmua 
a  C«o  tmo:faCi  /  ^£  ampCifican:»/B:C  cf  r6? 
^cnce  ptxpofiaje/fetticiprtm  ftu^utmuo 
fcmp^t  ^  nunc  (tc  ftJuocmuc/  ^t  aDucrfan 
ft  66i  gm«i6?r  imfmmut  /  Ct«od  Brto  aO 
pc»c?m  tt  fy>ztm  m^%\i  cffc  aCiuo  qm  nuc 
ct  mant'Bue  fuie  ^ictottam  e^^tquctif  p^ 
muOq^  a5  Ci6i0inem  ^f^ium/  toti  6r  mu$ 
do  vtenfut  ^moeti?  au6umae/  llo»)  r^ticao^ 
n\mxip>fJ[umu^ltanto  tc  etxow  Oua/3ij 
quotrpatctna  I'tt  fcmpet  fcdmu«/crx\m 
6»^  moi)cmu9/9^  accumft9  aO  ca  onia  a^ 
nimu  e^ttCigioncconuev^^/nec  ^  tomi^ 


ttff^t  0t6ido  e  vol  ^^umf  /  ^iic  c^ut  tu  ^ti^i^ 

^^m  /  iXam  quo  magi*  infinitunj  ptoxi 
nia^  ^im  w)  fetta  fbCutac  /  c<  6><  duiu  64? 
c:u  mojfem  auoiuene/l^ictoaa  q^  ipfa  ni 
tnatitB9  C)ift6u6tte/eo  mai<n  ^tt06  et  £au9 
^a  mi/fi  comunc  pace  ot09  tf  Cicti^  copfSrc 
tcxie]€oica  ftw)  fifeattntptofcqutfrte/TO 
^cwdi/ft«6utttqj  a  tt  affitmae  /  ^6>  tfe 
tmmot^Ci  0?o  6eKu  giga^u  mow  idioew/ce 
^tifui  otq^itifhrnic  Or  commif(utu  qmni^f 
$  tt»  661  crii  cum  tf^nfto  Sfefi»  C«o  nofito 
ct  ciue  fdncta  eccCrfta  ptc  cuiqe  ^noR  ct 
^ff nftottc  ^ctcfttmc  tx69  oi69  ?)tuini6  c( 
^umatiic  ac«nm9/<8nt  inquam  ti6i  tr©  / 
cum  tctliquie  itaCie  po<cnfeft6u«  /  (\ui  w 
c8ef»a  ?w «e  ita^iaisp^a  p  6? Ca6efac6art  n5 
pnc ne/^6?e  caufam  itiiufta/CcCfu  iKiatu/ 
coittm  Oeu  c<  ^mittc^  puguae/lto©  ccon^ 
tm  xn^iiida  fbuemu^j/mtifa  C^rtfi^t  ep/Cu 
iue  no6  ^cu  qitdque;  tC^igni  6rttcmu6  h; 
tcKtie/  So^m  i^nCiam  cotitm  6;  accettfam 
ptouooaffi/  3^q?  tiift  a  ^nfefaatiotc  Oe; 
pfiae/€(  cccupata  wfii6ua6/eri«  c^fi^ato 
ptBjlmo  ipioe^O?afuiim»oOio/oie  chiw? 


tue  Ccffufozcm  &w  Oioent/  Wcmittcw  Oi? 
Cectc  fifi  :£nafctum  pcirfWiotK»^)  fiiS^mi^^ 
6j>t)  Oi^nim^rm  ac  cj?oc5cntiawj  fuper  om  5 
nee  nngcte  anfe  Caj;>fitm  ^6uif|<?/fcC)  fu; 
pjrSia  cCa6»m  KjCuiffa  c^c^aCt-ari  J)umifta  ^ 
turn  ct  Ct^ttffum  f fjTe  ^fq^  ^  ptofuntiiim 
aDiffi/OOeniat  ti6i  »)  mcnecm  feBum  fhC^ 
uatozi*  nofta  /  2)ur«m  eft  tiCn  contm  fh^ 
tnuCum  caCdtcflw  /  9llemmcn«  r4tecmrttf9 
apoftoCicatnm/quiGwo  ante  (pafca  c^?cmn^ 
tnwmmti/i6ftDice;/ct  atiat^^matt^aft  futit/ 
t>  ptcapuc'/  qui  Jf^xtaxiam  Ciixitakm  tioif 
Imm  occupat»  r^it^nt^x  /  ?li)  ^  ^le  af  ^ 
tn<<uc  fie  poenie  ipfr  "^iomcs/C^  (rtoe  oj 
pttc  mCumniari  fbcO^cie  ^fcrft  au^  eiwn  ^ 
tiac  ta6?/tmCCuc  6?  ifta  me?\ii^  fcif  /nuquei 
fivo  ^miffu  e<  9f$rti/no  no6ie  fac^Bue/rta 
fuaOcti6^/n3  codtati6?^  affcne/^ceeas 
mouifti  /tmo  cotm  mctcet  fbCu^tc  noftta 
no^i(q}  mfcSo/  n^q^  «)  ^mtnie  cwiufqu^ 
»nc6?)r)  cnOew  po6:nt/5bCmf|c  me  w«  cccfe 
fli  l^ol  aicmi©64i«?impKCti6  9oe0ct3e/ncq^ 
IJictoria  t  wanu  ^&tt  iacta6u?>9[5Kao/§ac 


c5  agtdit/c^  (^tto  fieri  fhdtc  poffc  5i0c6ut 
ft  qiit  ^idffc  ^ioeno  6wtu'  amipffe  ^ic>ea 
«e  quatu  pe5  pwgttff9  t5<u  wgtip^i  cogatio 
qb?  P  ScKu  pwfcqucttc  ttc  ?>tt6i<ce  ipfa  ^c 
ft)Wa  cu  ^^0  ci9q^  fijofa/  Cc^a^COa  «5  no« 

qj  etid  ^:^mut/ wqumm9  /  c(  monem9 1 

pxt>itnti^e  cff txttce  ooftjxfcnc/atnta  mtooee 

ti^ae  qb?  ftiu  e  poffiOcDii  cuiqj  ttaquiKc 
wHiqw^e/ce  pacem  itaCtc  api^ctotic/  ^cqj 
m  ^«  ft)ftufq?  i6»fte  quicti  cofuEae/  aftoj 
quit)  noij  ^if|'jmuCa6im9  apR9  Spm^ft^ 
69  ct  f^aR69  armi^  ^wcctc  cof m  6p/ W  no 
6i6  c^pe^icc^  ^iorBi^t/et  uifiidafim^Cit/ 
Oto  cnt  fctcCtt  tomtnaOi  R6i^  ipa  c  Jnimiu 
t^eimana/  mmifiitxrigiofa/et  a  ^pxiftiano 
nimiu  atiena  ptxfcttl  quctt)  c^ttfjum  ei9q? 
Bimritt  fct^it/cpaortn  crgo  t  itatia  pt\^^^^ 
ca  B)Ciimue/^t  pmuC  feKotH  tiuriae  caue 
0m9/ftWttC  ^fti  tiftititatn9  o$e  ee  wpu6  / 
fopiane  ^ni^^  '^iiiB^  c}(ta  imatttfftoe  ^f ^ 
ecQ5  coftieam9  y?Datu  Jomc  w  cccc  Cgjg^/ 
g^^JCoCrn/'maicei; 


e^mpttxnj  MH6itamm  3ffiiPtiffime 
td  pufiCior  (X)cttc(«  a^  fancftffimu  ^omv, 
txunymftmm  ^}0tttmlt>mna  pKoui^n  ^ 


fi^e  CDtif^aniiv  moOsfiJcq^CfgimMe/quic^ 

infqj^ncga  fcotm  apoftoCt<am  ct  ^6rn6u9 

tnwo  onimo/  gt  fbCuetibt  c<  Tigc^n^i  tx)^f 
ta^  ti^i^ftjedam  nj  ^c  gcncw  cottorffa/no 
6w  fat  cfi^  /  nu^a  aiCp  tiof^m  acdoiffc  y 
iioe  ^t  c»pi^c«x6/qui  nofhte  fumpti6u» 
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TRANSLATION   OF   THE 
SIX   VERY   ELEGANT   EPISTLES. 


HERCULES,  Duke  of  Ferrara,  having  been  estab- 
lished in  that  Duchy  by  the  Venetians,  a  short 
while  afterwards  violates  their  most  ancient  privileges ;  and 
enters  into  a  treaty  with  Ferdinand,  King  of  Naples,  the 
Duke  of  Milan,  and  the  Republic  of  Florence,  which  by 
the  Venetian  treaties  was  not  allowed.  The  Venetians 
demand  reparation.  He  refuses.  Pope  Sixtus  IV.,  abandon- 
ing the  treaty  with  Ferdinand,  gives  his  support  to  the 
Venetians.  Ferdinand,  indignant,  with  the  view  of 
drawing  the  Pontiff  off,  provokes  him  with  wrongs.  The 
Pope  exhorts  the  Venetians  to  make  war  upon  the  Duke 
of  Ferrara.  This  they  do,  and  harass  the  country  both 
by  the  river  Po  and  by  land.  Ferdinand,  considering  that 
stronger  measures  should  be  adopted,  induces  Alphonso  the 
younger,  Duke  of  Calabria,  to  ravage  the  borders  of  the 
Roman  States  with  war,  and  Sixtus  asks  help  from  the 
Venetians  both  by  sea  and  land.  The  Venetians  send  a 
powerful  fleet   for   this    purpose,  besides  a   large  sum    of 
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money  both  for  horse  and  foot  soldiers.  The  Pope, 
although  far  superior  in  force,  had  he  any  desire  to 
use  it,  asks  the  Venetians  for  the  services  of  Robert 
Malatesta  as  general  in  the  campaign.  He,  with  fifteen 
hundred  horse-soldiers,  leaving  the  war  in  Ferrara,  flies  to 
the  succour  of  the  Pontiff.  The  fleet  lays  waste  the  entire 
coast  of  the  kingdom.  The  Venetian  Commander,  Mala- 
testa, routs  the  Duke  of  Calabria  with  all  the  Royal  forces. 
A  triumph  for  this  was  celebrated  at  Rome.  The  Pope 
repents  of  this  victory,  which  he  declines  to  follow  up, 
fearing  that  the  Venetians  might  become  inflated  with  the 
double  glory  of  having  routed  the  King  and  of  having 
subdued  Ferrara.  Negotiations  for  peace  and  a  treaty 
were  at  once  commenced  between  him  and  the  King's 
confederates.  The  Venetians  molest  P^rrara  as  much  as 
possible,  and,  after  capturing  nearly  all  the  neighbouring 
towns,  invest  it  with  a  blockade.  The  Pope  not  only  makes 
peace,  but  enters  into  a  fresh  treaty  with  their  enemies. 
He  also  sends  a  legate  with  forces  to  the  assistance  of  the 
Ferrarese,  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of  Calabria, 
who  had  previously  been  defeated,  and  who  now  enlisted 
five  hundred  Turks  in  the  service  of  the  war.  Meanwhile, 
the  Pope  writes  to  the  Venetians  and  exhorts  them  for 
the  sake  of  the  peace  of  all  Italy,  to  lay  down  their 
arms,  restore  the  captured  places,  and  raise  the  siege  of 
Ferrara.  The  College  of  Cardinals  writes  to  almost 
the  same  purpose.  The  Venetians,  both  on  account  of  the 
Pope's  dignity,  and   the  disgrace  of  the   violated   treaty, 


EPISTLES.  3 

entrust  the  answering  of  these  demands  to  Bernard 
Giustiniani,  soldier,  orator,  and  procurator  of  St.  Mark's, 
who,  because  he  was  most  eloquent  and  wise,  and  because 
he  then  held  principal  place  in  the  Senate,  was  considered 
by  all  persons  to  be  the  best  qualified  to  perform  that 
task. 


To    OUR   BELOVED    SON   THE    NOBLE    JOHN    MOCENIGO, 

Doge  of  Venice,  etc.,  Pope  Sixtus  the  IV. 

Beloved  Son,  health  and  Apostolic  benediction.  Since  the 
time  when  we  were  first  advanced  to  the  dignity  of 
head  of  the  Church,  by  the  Divine  clemency,  though 
with  insufficient  merits  of  our  own,  we  have  deemed 
nothing  more  important  than  by  the  utmost  care,  the 
utmost  ingenuity  and  industry  to  promote  the  interests 
of  peace,  both  because  we  thought  nothing  more  in 
accordance  with  'the  duty  of  our  position  as  a  pacific 
Sovereign,  and  because  we  saw  nothing  more  salutary  for 
the  Christian  community  violently  attacked  by  the  most 
cruel  barbarians,  and  afflicted  with  very  great  and  con- 
tinual disasters.  Inflamed  with  this  desire,  not  only  have 
we  urged  Italy  to  a  mutual  agreement  of  opinions — sending 
for  the  ambassadors  of  its  potentates  more  frequently — 
but  we  have  exhorted,  and  again  and  again  invoked. 
Transalpine  princes  and  the  most  remote  nations  through 
legates  and  Nuncios  sent  to  them  for  the  same  purpose. 
But  if  at  any  time  we  have  been  impelled  by  injuries  from 
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any  quarter  to  take  up  arms  contrary  to  our  fixed  habit, 
when  spiritual  threats  were  of  no  avail,  we  have  done  so 
reluctantly  and  under  provocation  for  the  preservation  of 
ecclesiastical  liberty,  for  the  sake  of  which  we  ought,  if 
necessary,  to  sacrifice  even  our  life.  And  this,  indeed,  has 
been  done  with  the  intent  that,  after  the  settlement  of 
affairs  by  war,  a  wishcd-for  peace  may  follow,  such  as  we 
have  always  advocated  in  our  mind,  and  haye  longed  for 
with  heartfelt  craving.  But  when,  contrary  to  our  desire 
in  this  respect,  Italy  some  months  since,  with  the  co- 
operation of  the  enemy  of  human  peace,  engaged  in  a 
dangerous  and  grievous  war,  and  the  madness  of  war  had 
reached  such  a  pitch  that  we  also  righteously  provoked  for 
your  sake  were  subjected  to  numerous  losses  and  hard- 
ships, and  lost  many  of  our  cities  and  towns  ;  when 
we  saw  the  City  of  Rome  infested  with  a  blockade, 
almost  the  entire  country  laid  waste,  its  inhabitants 
roused  into  sedition  against  us,  our  shores  harried  by 
a  hostile  fleet,  our  city  cut  off  from  provisions,  right  of 
passage  prohibited  to  those  who  from  every  nation  on  the 
globe  were  accustomed  to  travel  to  Rome,  so  that  the  Roman 
Court  was  being  ruined  ;  when  we  saw  the  ecclesiastical 
revenues  of  our  brethren,  the  Cardinals  of  the  Holy  Roman 
Church,  and  of  other  prelates  intercepted,  many  of  our  own 
servants  in  open  rebellion,  acting  hostilely  towards  us, 
Ferrara,  a  renowned  city  of  the  Church,  placed  in  manifest 
peril,  and  all  Italy  aflame  with  intestine  war  ;  when  also 
our  very  dear  children  in  Christ,  Ferdinand  and  Isabella, 
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the  most  wise  and  pious  Sovereigns  of  Castille — considering 
and  pondering  in  their  minds  how  afflicting  to  Christendom, 
how  pernicious  to  the  Apostolic  See,  how  perilous  to  the 
Catholic  Faith  such  disturbances  must  be,  on  account  of  the 
schism  in  the  Church  of  God,  which  by  some  was  already- 
being  effected — induced  by  a  pious  zeal  for  universal 
concord  sent  to  us  to  humbly  beg  for  peace  ;  when  our 
venerable  brethren  themselves,  when  the  Ivoman  People, 
and  other  ecclesiastical  cities,  and  also  the  other  potentates 
of  Italy  supplicated,  and  implored  us  with  the  most  urgent 
prayers  to  the  same  effect : — we  have  deemed  it  right  to 
comply  with  their  highly  honourable  aspiration,  especially 
since  this  is  in  accordance  with  our  original  resolve  and 
natural  bias  in  favour  of  procuring  and  securing  peace.  And 
we  have  fallen  upon  times  in  which  nothing  is  more  to  be 
desired,  nothing  is  more  necessary  than  that  Italy  should 
be  at  amity  within  itself,  should  lay  down  its  arms,  restore 
what  has  been  captured  by  either  party,  put  aside  hatred 
and  revenge,  and  rest  in  mutual  tranquillity  ;  if  we  wish  to 
be  truly  Christians,  if  we  desire  to  defend  and  protect  our 
liberty,  our  fortunes,  the  worship  of  God,  and  our  religion, 
than  which  nothing  ought  to  be  more  dear  to  us,  against 
that  most  cruel  nation  of  Turks,  which  is  now  threatening 
the  destruction  of  Italy.  Wherefore,  since  we  are  per- 
suaded that  both  you  and  your  renowned  Republic  are  not 
averse  to  this  common  good,  since  you  have  at  all  times 
loved  peace,  and  sought  to  remove  all  causes  of  discord,  we, 
seeing  that  all  the  other  States  desire  and  ask  to  be  united 
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with  us  in  mutual  tranquillity,  exhort  you  with  paternal 
affection  to  give  your  adhesion  to  this  holy  and  desirable 
unity,  to  lay  down  your  arms,  to  restore  your  conquests,  to 
abandon  your  hostile  proceedings  in  Ferrara,  and  no 
further  assail  our  city  aforesaid  with  war  and  siege. 
This  truly  will  not  only  be  worthy  of  your  supreme 
wisdom,  when  you  consider  in  what  danger  all  Italy  is 
involved,  but  it  will  be  so  honourable  and  glorious  for  you 
that  you  will  obtain  immortal  praise  from  all  men.  At  the 
same  time,  we  offer  not  to  be  wanting  in  prompt  and  swift 
justice  to  Your  P2xcellence,  should  you  have  complaint  tc 
lodge  against  the  Duke  in  question. 

Given  at  Rome,  at  St.  Peter's,  under  the  ring  of  the 
Fisherman,  the  nth  day  of  December,  1482,  in  the  twelfth 
year  of  our  Pontificate. 

L.  GRIFUS. 


To  THE  MOST  ILLUSTRIOUS  PRINCE  LORD  JOHN 
MOCENIGO,  THE  MOST  WORTHY  DOGE  OF  VENICE, 
OUR   VERY   DEAR  FrIEND,  THE  CARDINAL,  BiSHOPS, 

Priests,  and   Deacons   of   the   Holy    Roman 
Church. 

We,  the  Bishops,  Priests,  and  Deacons,  by  the  Divine 
mercy,  Cardinals  of  the  Holy  Roman  Church,  to  the  most 
illustrious  Prince,  the    Lord    Doge   of  Venice,   with    our 
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sincere  affection  in  the  Lord.  How  much  our  most  holy 
Lord  and  we  have  not  only  always  loved  the  peace  and 
quietness  of  Italy,  but  have  with  all  care,  industry, 
and  zeal  exerted  ourselves  in  that  cause,  is  manifest,  we 
think,  to  the  most  humble  as  well  as  to  wise  men,  from 
the  many  very  evident  proofs  which  His  Holiness  wisely 
and  truly  puts  in  writing  ;  but  chiefly  from  the  fact  that 
in  former  years  His  Holiness  and  we,  being  most  anxious 
for  the  quiet  of  Italy,  chose  to  prefer  peace  of  any  kind  to 
a  war  in  which  the  Church  had  by  far  the  advantage. 
Of  this  indeed  we  make  the  more  account,  because  we 
saw  that  such  war  was  carried  on  contrary  to  the  wish  and 
intent  of  His  Holiness  and  of  us,  through  the  very  great 
desire  of  Your  Excellency.  Who  then  would  not  in  the 
highest  degree  praise  both  His  Holiness  and  ourselves,  if, 
persevering  in  our  laudable  resolution  of  procuring  and 
maintaining  the  peace  of  Italy,  we  have  substituted 
universal  peace  and  concord,  very  much  in  accordance 
with  the  persuasions  and  supplications  of  the  Serene  King 
and  Queen  of  Spain,  through  their  Ambassadors  sent  to 
us  for  the  purpose,  and  at  the  desire  of  nearly  all  Italy, 
for  the  present  and  dangerous  war  in  which  those  losses 
and  hardships  to  the  Siege  Apostolic  and  the  Holy  Roman 
Church,  which,  His  Holiness  recites,  have  been  sustained 
on  behalf  of  Your  Highness  ?  Truly  no  one  but  a 
disturber  of  peace  itself  and  of  the  Christian  religion.  All 
these  things  His  Holiness  and  we  have  done  so  much  the 
more  willingly,  because  we  readily  believed  that,  as  in  the 
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former  war  you  were  inclined  towards  peace,  so  now  Your 
Highness  would  be  prepared  to  accede  to  a  common  and 
mutual  concord,  to  the  restoration  of  conquests,  after  the 
example  of  the  other  Italian  powers,  and  to  the  laying 
aside  of  hatreds  and  revengeful  feelings.  We  therefore, 
with  all  the  earnestness  in  our  power,  exhort  Your 
Excellency,  who  have  always  been  accustomed  to  destroy 
the  seeds  of  discords,  that,  like  the  other  Principalities  of 
Italy,  you  should  yourself  desire  to  accede  to  this  common 
concord,  so  opportune  for  thwarting  and  ruining  the 
designs  of  the  enemies  of  the  Catholic  faith,  to  lay  down 
your  arms,  and  to  raise  the  siege  of  Ferrara,  that  renowned 
city  of  the  Church;  for  the  execution  of  which,  should 
Your  Highness  give  orders,  as  from  your  singular  justice 
and  wisdom  we  trust  and  hope  will  be  the  case,  you 
will  consult  the  well-being  of  the  Christian  community, 
and  the  quietness  of  all  Italy,  which  is  now  in  very  great 
peril,  and  will  remove  all  suspicions  of  a  desire  for 
domination ;  and  finally  you  will  achieve  praise  and 
immortal  glory  among  all  people.  Moreover,  as  His 
Highness  writes,  should  there  be  anything  to  com- 
plain of  concerning  the  Duke  aforesaid,  besides  the  right 
judgment  of  the  Supreme  Pontiff,  in  which  he  is  little 
likely  to  fail,  we  promise  that  we  also  will  lend  our 
assistance.     May  Your  Excellency  fare  well. 

Given  at  Rome,  the  i6th  day  of  December,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1482.  Under  the  signatures  of  our  three 
seniors  in  order. 
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To  SixTUS  THE  Fourth,  Supreme  Pontiff. 

We  have  received  the  brief  of  Your  Hoh'ness  with  the 
reverence  and  devotion  that  were  becoming,  as  we  have 
ahvays  been  accustomed  to  do.  We  have  learned  from  it 
the  causes  which  seem  to  have  urged  Your  Holiness  to 
desert  our  alliance  and  court  peace  and  alliance  with  our 
common  enemies.  It  exhorts  us,  moreover,  with  paternal 
affection  and  many  most  polite  phrases,  to  enter  into  a 
peace  with  the  other  potentates  of  Italy,  and  next  to 
abandon  the  war  against  Ferrara,  Truly,  Your  Beatitude, 
we  have  already  through  our  Ambassador  said  what  we 
thought  of  the  peace  and  alliance  concluded  with  our 
common  enemies.  To  repeat  this  at  present  does  not 
appear  to  us  to  be  worth  while  ;  since  such  is  the  decision 
of  Your  Holiness,  to  whom  all  laws,  divine  and  human, 
on  account  of  your  supreme  wisdom  and  incomparable 
learning,  are  very  well  known.  Would  that  they  may  so 
profit  Your  Holiness  and  the  most  Holy  See.  This,  however, 
we  must  declare,  namely,  that  that  affair  would  be  no  slight 
trouble  to  us,  did  not  our  old  custom  towards  all  the  former 
Holy  Pontiffs,  and  especially  Your  Holiness,  admonish  us 
patiently  to  bear  whatever  it  may  please  them  to  decree, 
to  rescind,  to  do,  and  afterwards  to  hold  as  not  having 
been  done  ;  and  had  we  not  besides  the  hope  that 
God  Himself,  the  Supreme  Judge  of  human  affairs,  as 
with  just  eyes  He  beholds  these  same  things,  will,  with  the 
arm  of  His  might  and  justice,  not  desert  us  in  this  trouble, 
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especially  since  He  has  not  deserted  us  in  far  more  difficult 
times.  Your  exhortations  to  peace,  most  Blessed  Father, 
full  of  goodness  and  wisdom,  are  worthy  of  the  Pope  and 
the  common  Parent  of  all.  If,  however,  it  becomes  us,  his 
children,  to  speak  to  their  parent,  with  as  much  freedom 
as  truth,  they  should  be  proffered  in  due  season,  that  best 
test  of  human  actions.  For  we  shall  not  fear  to  declare 
this  first  of  all  ;  that  we  and  our  predecessors  have  always 
so  cultivated  peace,  that  never  have  we  had  recourse  to 
arms,  unless  provoked  by  the  greatest  injuries,  or  in  order 
to  keep  faith  with  our  allies,  which  we  have  always  con- 
sidered of  more  importance  than  any  dangers  of  our 
own  ;  neither  at  this  time  have  we  regarded  any  one  as  an 
enemy,  except  the  Ferrarese  violator  of  the  treaties.  We 
shall  not  dwell  upon  his  ingratitude  for  the  innumerable 
benefits  conferred  by  us,  not  only  upon  his  ancestors,  but 
likewise  on  himself,  whom  with  our  forces  and  our  money  we 
settled  in  that  Duchy.  And  what  return  has  he  ever  made  us 
for  such  great  deserts  ?  This  may  be  due  to  the  ignorance  of 
a  man  who  contemns  all  human  rights.  But  what  did  he  dare 
to  do  immediately  after  his  entry  into  the  Duchy  ?  What 
none  of  his  predecessors  had  ever  dared  :  to  infringe  our 
rights  in  Ferrara,  to  vex  Venetian  citizens,  to  abolish  our 
magistracy,  and  finally  to  burst  into  the  Venetian  borders, 
and  so  into  the  Duchy  itself.  For  five  j'ears  and  more  was 
he  exhorted  with  paternal  words  to  repentance.  If  these 
things  do  not  testify  to  our  patience,  not  to  say  softness  of 
disposition,  and  almost  cowardice,  there  would  be  an  end  to 
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all  fair  judgment.  Your  Holiness  is  witness,  to  whom  at 
the  decline  of  the  year  we  related  these  injuries.  You  may- 
remember  how  irritating  they  seemed,  how  intolerable  you 
thought  them,  and  were  roused  even  to  vengeance  in  con- 
sequence ;  but  chiefly  to  attack  with  arms  by  land  and  sea 
the  enemies  of  Your  Holiness  who  were  in  league  with  the 
Duke  of  Ferrara  ;  with  what  fidelity  therefore,  with  what 
zeal  and  magnanimity  did  we  enter  upon  the  war  for  your 
dignity  and  profit,  and  those  of  your  Holy  See.  We  omit 
to  speak  of  the  auxiliary  forces  of  horse  and  foot,  as  many 
as  were  asked  for,  most  liberally  furnished  for  that  purpose 
at  our  cost ;  but  most  of  all,  that  very  strong  fleet  of  almost 
eighty  triremes  and  ships  furnished  with  foot  and  horse  must 
be  mentioned,  which,  running  along  the  entire  coast  from 
the  Abruzzi  to  Brindisi,  laid  everything  waste  with  fire  and 
sword.  Then  the  most  noble  victory  gained  by  Robert 
Malatesta,  our  leader  at  Nettuno  in  the  Campania  over  your 
enemies,  and  consecrated  to  your  glory,  is  commemorated 
by  eternal  monuments  in  testimony  of  the  same.  What 
shall  we  say  of  our  having  preferred  that  Robert  should 
leave  Ferrara,  a  thing  which  has  never  been  set  down 
to  our  credit,  and  with  all  his  troops,  by  a  forced 
march,  with  the  greatest  possible  speed  be  hurled  against 
your  enemy  beyond  Campania,  as  though  we  forgot 
that  the  forces  of  all  Italy  were  united  against  us,  and 
that  Frederick  of  Urbino,  that  most  renowned  leader,  had 
pitched  his  camp  against  our  camp  ?  God  favoured  our 
pious  ardour.     The  enemy  was  scattered  and  put  to  flight 


12  EI'iSTLES. 

by  our  leader.  The  city  was  freed  from  siege  ;  supplies 
were  admitted.  A  triumph  in  honour  of  Your  Holiness 
was  celebrated,  with  a  very  long  array  of  noble  captives  ; 
a  more  joyful  and  illustrious  triumph  the  city  of  Rome  has 
not  seen  for  many  ages  past.  But  if  your  leaders  had  pre- 
ferred to  carry  on  the  war  seriously,  rather  than  in  jest,  and 
to  follow  up  the  victory  given  them  by  God,  the  captive 
enemy  would  have  come  into  your  grasp,  .and  the  war 
would  have  been  concluded  with  greater  glory  than 
ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  any  Roman  Pontiff.  In  the  mean- 
while, we  a  few  days  afterwards,  by  the  too  early  and 
most  unseasonable  death  of  Robert,  were  deprived  of  our 
most  renowned  leader,  to  the  verj'-  great  loss  of  our 
dominion.  We  can  by  no  means  believe.  Holy  Father, 
that  these  new  treaties  have  so  deeply  taken  possession  of 
your  mind  as  to  obliterate  from  it  altogether  these  acts  of 
devotion  and  kindness  performed  by  us  with  so  many 
expenses  and  dangers,  and  the  grievous  injuries  of  those  by 
whom  nothing  was  left  untried  against  us.  But  how  indul- 
gent has  been  our  disposition  towards  the  Duke  of  Ferrara, 
when  occasion  offered,  our  letter  to  Your  Holiness  declares. 
We  have  always  been  prepared  to  receive  him.  into  our 
favour,  provided  only  that  he  would  restore  to  us  our 
ancient  rights  and  the  dignities  that  he  has  wrested  from 
us.  Whether  he  assented  or  became  more  obstinate,  who 
knows  better  than  Your  Holiness,  whom  both  he  and 
his  allies  have  duped,  while  seeking  by  frivolous  cavillings 
to  cause  delays,  so  that  Your  Holiness  may  hereafter  think 
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it  waste  of  time  to  communicate  with  us  concerning  the 
peace  or  pardon  of  any  one  ?  We  had  recourse,  therefore, 
to  war,  which  indeed  the  omnipotent  and  most  just  God,  well 
aware  of  our  justice,  has  everywhere  followed  up  with  the 
greatest  advantages  to  us.  But  why  is  it  necessary  to  say 
more  concerning  our  good  will  and  the  rectitude  of  our  inten- 
tion, both  because  all  these  things  have  been  managed  by  the 
hands  of  Your  Holiness,  and  because  they  are  now  made 
clear,  not  only  to  Italians,  but  to  foreign  nations  ?  But  now, 
Holy  Father,  that  you  exhort  us  to  peace,  after  coming 
nearly  to  the  end  of  the  war,  we  wish  for  the  sake  of  Your 
Holiness  that  it  might  be  possible  for  us  to  assent,  with 
dignity  and  regard  to  the  safety  of  our  commonwealth, 
to  the  peace  which  at  first  we  not  only  favoured,  but  very 
greatly  desired.  But  it  may  be  granted,  for  the  sake  of 
equity,  of  goodness,  and  finally  of  justice,  not  only  to  draw 
attention  to  what  other  persons  wish,  but  to  what  may  be 
agreeable  to  justice.  For  if  before  the  outbreak  of  the  war 
this  efficacious  invitation  to  peace  had  been  put  forth, 
everything  would  have  been  easy  ;  it  would  have  been  little 
trouble,  while  the  matter  was  fresh,  to  bring  us  to  a  forget- 
fulness  of  our  injuries,  were  the  doer  of  them  penitent,  which 
by  the  Divine  law  and  the  custom  of  our  ancestors,  and  our 
own,  we  have  always  been  able  to  erase  from  our  thoughts. 
But  after  the  expenditure  of  so  great  a  mass  of  gold  as 
Ferrara  itself  is  not  worth,  however  renowned  it  may  be 
esteemed,  after  the  loss  of  innumerable  citizens,  and  those 
the  most  excellent,  after  holding  a  most  obstinate  enemy 
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besieged  within  his  walls,  to  exhort  us  to  peace  only 
means  to  wrest  victory  itself  from  our  hands,  to  yield  up 
our  dominion  at  the  pleasure  of  our  enemies,  to  the 
derision  of  the  whole  world,  and  to  rouse  an  enemy 
dwelling  in  the  heart  of  our  State  from  madness  to  frenzy. 
And  since  Your  Holiness  makes  mention  of  the  Turks,  truly 
when  in  that  war  we  were  harassed  for  twenty  years,  and 
bore  upon  our  shoulders  the  entire  weight  of  the  Christian 
dangers,  and  when  wearied  by  the  duration  of  the  war, 
and  the  very  powerful  forces  and  armies  of  the  enemy,  we 
sought  for  aid,  never  did  we  see  Italy  combine  to  assist  us, 
from  a  desire  for  the  peace  of  Italy.  But  now,  so  it  pleases 
God,  we  are  in  a  worse  condition  than  that  Hercules  ; 
while  we  are  worn  out,  and  encounter  dangers  in  the 
war,  others  enjoy  peace  ;  now  when  the  war  is  coming  to  an 
end,  those  same  persons  rush  to  arms,  so  that,  in  truth,  we 
cannot  but  suspect  that  they  have  not  come  together 
through  a  love  of  peace,  but  have  combined  through  being 
alarmed  by  our  victory.  We  do  not  wish  to  say  this 
of  Your  Holiness,  who  have  always  had  both  the  honour 
of  God  and  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  His  flock  so 
much  at  heart,  that  on  that  account  you  have  done  many 
great  things  with  incredible  ardour  of  mind  and  charity, 
and  would  do  far  more  and  greater,  were  it  allowed  to 
Your  Holiness  by  those  chiefly  who  now  appear  to  counsel 
peace.  Neither  do  we  wish  to  say  this  of  the  most 
Reverend  Lords  the  Cardinals,  whose  most  holy  intention 
and  desire  for  the  common  peace  of  Christians  is  perspicuous 
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and  most  evident,  nor  of  the  most  Serene  Sovereigns  of 
Castille,  to  whom  in  almost  all  ages  we  have  been  devoted 
with  the  purest  love  and  sincere  good  will.  It  should  be 
said,  perhaps,  rather  with  respect  to  some  others  whom 
neither  our  peace  nor  our  war  can  satisfy ;  for  when  we  are 
at  peace,  they  use  all  arts  to  hurl  us  into  wars,  and 
those  indeed  the  most  perilous  ;  when  we  are  engaged 
in  war,  they  cannot  endure  us  to  be  the  conquerors. 
What  could  be  more  unjust  .'*  If,  however,  this  will  not 
satisfy  them,  truly  we  trust  that  it  will  satisfy  Your 
Holiness  most  fairly,  most  justly,  and  most  piously,  and 
that  it  will  satisfy  our  most  righteous  Judge,  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  whose  holy  faith  and  religion  for  more 
than  six  hundred  years  we  have  defended  with  our 
bodies  and  blood,  whose  most  holy  Vicars  we  have 
followed  with  pure  veneration,  fighting  for  them,  and 
not  esteeming  princes  or  kings  in  comparison  with 
the  dignity  of  the  Roman  Church,  Therefore,  Blessed 
Father,  with  due  reverence,  we  supplicate  Your  Holiness, 
if  any  favour  is  left  to  the  deserving,  if  there  be  justice 
anywhere  in  human  affairs,  that  you  will  suffer  this  Duke 
of  Ferrara  to  experience  the  fortune  that  he  has  pre- 
ferred. He  wished  for  war,  let  him  be  satiated  with  war. 
He  despised  Your  Beatitude,  he  contemned  our  offerings  ; 
let  him  gather  the  fruit  that  he  has  deserved  through  his 
obstinacy.  We  certainly  shall  not  yield  either  in  dignity 
or  merits  by  comparison  with  the  Duke  of  Ferrara. 
What  has  he  ever  done  or  conceived  for  the  benefit  of 
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Christendom  ?  If  we  should  say  that  we  have  done  great 
things,  wc  should  be  noted  for  arrogance  ;  modesty  has 
always  been  becoming  to  words,  magnanimity  to  deeds. 
Let  it  therefore  be  left  to  your  judgment,  and  that  of 
the  whole  world.  What  Your  Beatitude  can  hope 
for  from  this  man  we  do  not  see  ;  from  us  certainly  you 
may  hope  something.  If  we  have  not  done  anything 
great,  still  we  have  at  times  done  something,  and  with 
God's  help  we  hope  to  do  more.  Why  should  Your  Beati- 
tude be  displeased  with  our  victory  ?  We  have  convoked 
no  council  ;  we  have  planned  no  schism  ;  we  have  not 
harassed  you  with  war.  Neither  up  to  the  present  time 
have  we  learned  to  attack  Christians  in  war  with  an  infidel 
soldiery.  Truly  this  benefit  of  the  Church  conferred  upon 
us,  bought  by  our  blood,  we  shall  both  defend  with  our 
good  offices,  and  strenuously  take  care  that  it  may  not  seem 
to  be  perversely  applied.  It  has  been  resolved,  with  your 
good  pardon.  Holy  Father,  and  decreed  to  prosecute  this 
war;  for  as  the  benediction  of  the  most  Holy  Patriarch  when 
once  conferred  upon  his  son,  either  could  not,  or  certainly 
should  not  be  torn  away  from  him,  so  we  cannot  but 
hope  for  a  happy  issue  to  that  war  w-hich  the  authority  of 
the  Supreme  and  Holy  Pontiff  roused,  impelled,  and  pro- 
voked. 

S.  C. 

vii.  Jan.,  1482. 
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To  THE  Sacred  College  of  the  Reverend  Lords 

Cardinals. 

We  have  received  your  letter,  most  Reverend  Fathers  in 
Christ  and  Lords,  in  the  Ferrara  case,  and  although  on 
account  of  that  Prince's  ingratitude  towards  us  and  the 
injuries  done  us,  it  is  altogether  most  bitter,  we  have  not 
been  able  to  decline  seeing  and  reading  it  with  the 
reverence  and  observance  that  we  owe  and  always  have 
paid  to  that  holy  College.  Truly  it  seems  to  represent 
the  zeal  and  diligence  of  the  best  fathers  of  the  Christian 
religion,  who  seek  and  desire  those  things  which,  unless 
other  things  are  involved,  have  in  themselves  the  greatest 
appearance  of  honesty  and  integrity.  To  what  we 
allude  the  copy  of  our  letter  to  the  Supreme  Pontiff 
herewith  enclosed  will  abundantly  show.  Your  College, 
however,  is  most  worthy  of  praise  and  the  highest  com- 
mendation of  all  for  undertaking  the  patronage  of  concord, 
and  exhorting  all  men  to  peace,  of  which  we  do  not  deny 
that  once  even  with  this  Hercules  we  were  too  desirous 
after  the  example  of  our  forefathers,  who  never  waged  war 
unless  provoked,  and  desired  peace  so  far  as  it  was  in 
their  power.  Now,  however,  so  many  important  things 
have  intervened,  through  the  folly  of  some  and  the 
malignity  of  others,  that  to  a  wonderful  extent  we  truly 
grieve  that  we  who  have  always  been  accustomed  in  all 
things  to  obey  this  most  holy  College,  and  to  receive  its 
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exhortations  as  precepts,  cannot  obey  and  comply  with 
your  very  humane  exhortations.  P'or  it  is  necessary  that 
Princes  should  order  things  one  by  one  according  to  the 
quality  of  affairs,  times,  and  causes.  How  true  this  is,  the 
omnipotent  Lord  of  all  things  has  taught  us,  who  has 
fixed  a  limit  for  both  virtues,  so  that  however  inclined  to 
pity,  He  is  accustomed  to  punish  with  scourges  those 
obstinate  in  their  sin.  From  the  beginning  we  felt  sorrow 
for  this  Duke  of  Ferrara,  and  deferred  the  punishment  of 
his  offence  so  long  as  there  was  any  hope  that  he  would 
repent  and  acknowledge  the  injury  done  us.  His  obstinacy 
conquered  our  patience  of  five  years  and  more.  After  a 
weight  of  gold  more  precious  than  his  Principality  has 
been  spent,  and  our  citizens  have  been  wasted  by  the  sword 
and  the  marshes,  peace  is  asked  for  truly  at  an  unseason- 
able time.  To  peace  he  ought  at  the  beginning  to  have 
given  his  acquiescence,  best  and  most  honourable  Lords. 
Then  when  the  Father,  most  merciful  and  most  desirous  of 
tranquillity,  promised  peace  if  the  son  would  abstain  from 
injuries,  he  added  to  his  sin  an  obstinacy  which  God  has 
shown  to  be  so  malignant  and  hateful  to  Him,  that  neither 
in  this  world  nor  the  next  would  He  esteem  one  so 
obstinate  worthy  of  pity.  You  advise  that  we  should 
avoid  the  suspicion  of  a  lust  for  dominion.  Wisely  in 
truth  and  paternally.  But  no  room  will  be  left  even 
for  suspicion,  if  we  have  no  longer  been  able  to  endure 
the  wrong  of  five  years,  the  violation  of  treaties  and  of 
immunities  bought  by  our  blood  during  more  than  three 
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hundred  years.  Let  it  be  imputed  to  ambition  when  what 
is  not  just  and  reasonable  is  sought  for  in  war,  or  when  war 
is  immediately  commenced  without  laying  the  case  before 
the  other  side  and  giving  them  a  chance  of  repentance.  But 
what  ground  for  calumny  can  there  be  against  us,  who,  as  we 
have  said,  have  demanded  back  what  was  anciently  our  own, 
have  called  him  neighbour,  have  peacefully  exhorted  him  } 
We  put  off  all  recourse  to  arms  for  so  many  years,  and 
by  our  mildness  we  daily  made  him  more  obstinate  in  his 
purpose.  Those  have  disturbed  the  peace  of  Italy  whose 
habit  it  is  to  disturb  it,  and  who  have  driven  that  wretched 
Prince,  deceived  by  their  promises,  to  prefer  war  to  peace. 
Not  we,  however,  who  have  omitted  nothing  by  exhorting, 
advising,  finally  praying  that  he  should  prefer  peace  to 
war:  we  predicted,  protested  that  he  would  pay  the  penalty 
of  his  folly.  For  the  rest  that  concerns  our  course,  Your 
Excellencies  will  obtain  information  from  our  letter  to 
the  Supreme  Pontiff;  from  which,  we  think,  there  will  be 
no  one  of  so  distorted  or  malignant  a  judgment  that  he 
can  accuse  us  of  being  in  the  wrong,  or  of  having  omitted 
anything  that  becomes  the  most  modest  and  temperate  of 
men. 


S.  C. 


vii.  Jan.,  1482. 
Written  out  on  the  nth  day  of  the  aforesaid. 
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SixTus  THE  Fourth,  Pope,  to  his  beloved  Son,  the 
Noble  Man,  John  Mocenigo,  Doge  of  Venice, 
Health : 

We  wrote  some  days  ago,  with  paternal  love,  to  Your 
Nobility  the  causes  not  less  just  than  necessary  which 
urged  us,  on  behalf  of  the  safety  of  all  Italy  and  of  the 
Christian  commonwealth,  to  arrange  a  peace,  exhorting  that 
you  should  accept  the  same,  and  withdraw  from  the 
war  against  Ferrara,  which  is  our  city,  and  that  of  the 
Roman  Church,  and  that  you  should  restore  the  places 
you  had  occupied  ;  and  we  treated  with  you  about  this  in 
the  most  courteous  terms,  not  using  even  one  word  that 
could  offend  either  yourself  or  your  honour.  But  you  sent 
us  a  letter  in  reply  written  by  you  in  terms  far  different 
from  what  we  hoped  that  we  should  read,  painting  the 
Ferrarese  war  with  many  lying  colours,  and  imputing  to  us 
motives  which  never  existed,  and  never  entered  into  our 
mind  ;  and  this  has  therefore  affected  us  with  trouble  and 
the  greatest  grief,  for  it  has  shown  that  your  mind  and 
soul  are  averse  to  that  peace  and  alliance  which  we  had 
resolved  to  make  among  the  States  of  Italy,  and  that  you 
vehemently  abhor  them.  We  had  hoped  indeed  to  be  able 
as  often  as  we  might  wish  to  judge  of  you  exactly  as  though 
you  were  the  most  obedient  of  our  sons  ;  and  thus  when 
we  had  persuaded  the  other  princes  or  potentates  of  Italy 
to  arrange  a  peace  and  alliance,  we  appeared  to  have  so 
gained  all  our  desires,  that  no  difficulty  or  trouble  remained 
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to  hinder  the  attainment  of  so  renowned  an  object.  But  we 
have  been  deceived.  Therefore  we  shall  answer  in  the 
simple  truth  of  facts,  which  cannot  be  evaded  although  it 
may  be  veiled,  and  which  needs  no  artful  disguise  of 
words.  You  not  only  do  not  approve  of  our  reasons  for 
the  peace  undertaken  by  us,  but  you  even  object  that  we 
have  abandoned  our  treaty  with  you,  whereas  it  is  clearer 
than  day  that  it  was  abandoned  by  you  and  observed  by 
us,  who  not  only  have  observed  those  things  which  are 
contained  in  it,  but  for  your  sake  have  been  brought  into 
the  utmost  danger.  Between  us  nothing  else  was  agreed  to 
except  for  the  common  defence  of  our  States,  nor  could  any 
one  nor  dared  any  one  take  any  fresh  step  in  the  way  of 
action.  Letters  Apostolic  having  been  issued  by  the  advice 
of  our  venerable  brethren  on  behalf  of  peace  and  the  wel- 
fare of  the  faith,  with  the  most  grave  censures  attached 
prohibiting  it,  no  fresh  step  has  been  attempted  by  us, 
neither  has  any  occasion  been  ever  given  nor  pretended  for 
waging  war.  We  who  with  the  best  right  might  punish 
our  subjects  when  grievously  offending,  have  preferred,  in 
order  that  no  occasion  might  be  given  for  disturbing  the 
peace,  to  forget  all  injuries  and  to  spare  them.  No 
potentate  in  Italy  has  taken  any  fresh  step  against  you. 
You  first  without  our  knowledge  took  fresh  steps  by 
erecting  ramparts  and  fortifications,  which  you  said  you 
had  constructed  within  your  own  boundaries ;  but  the 
Duke  of  Ferrara  complained  that  you  had  made  them  to 
almost  the  fifth  milestone  within  his  boundaries.    Neither 
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could  wc  be  persuaded  that  you  had  done  this  to  scorn 
us  and  to  mock  the  ApostoHc  penalties,  while  the 
treaty  between  us  remained  still  in  force,  because  we 
believed  that  you  were  the  defender  of  our  affairs  and  of 
our  honour  and  that  of  the  Holy  Sec  ;  not  their  assailant. 
As  soon,  therefore,  as  we  knew  of  this  innovation  committed 
by  you,  we  wrote  to  you  and  earnestly  exhorted  you  to  a 
composition,  of  which  innovation  had  we  previously  known 
we  certainly  should  have  written  to  you  before.  We  were 
the  more  courteous  to  you,  however,  in  that  matter  because 
you  answered  that  you  had  remained  within  the  limits  of  your 
own  boundaries,  and  that  you  would  receive  the  Duke  of 
Ferrara  like  a  son,  provided  only  that  he  were  willing  to 
observe  the  agreements  which  his  ancestors  observed  ;  and 
you  persuaded  us  that  your  mind  was  not  in  any  respect  set 
upon  war  or  the  occupation  of  Ferrara,  but  on  the  defence  of 
your  own  borders  and  rights.  Wherefore  since  it  could 
not  be  denied  that  an  innovation  had  been  made  by  the 
erection  of  fortifications  during  the  peace  of  all  Italy, 
although  urged  to  the  exaction  of  the  penalties  contained 
in  the  Letters  Apostolic,  still  desiring  with  paternal  charity 
to  soften  discords,  and  rather  to  extinguish  fire  than 
increase  it,  we  exhorted  the  Duke  himself  to  the  observance 
of  those  agreements  that  his  ancestors  had  made.  He  wrote 
back  that  he  had  m.ade  you  an  offer  of  observing  those  same 
agreements.  But  when  you  had  signified  to  us  that  he  had 
not  offered  in  that  manner,  in  order  that  nothing  might  be 
wanting  to  complete  the  composition  to  be  made  between 
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US,  we  sent  the  form  of  words  in  writing,  which  the  Duke 
himself  said  that  he  had   observed  ;    this,   however,   you 
denied,    and    therefore    the    ambassadors    of    the    Duke 
himself  and  his  confederates  offered  to  make  a  promise 
under  the  same  form  of  words  in  our  consistory  ;  and  they 
produced   a   letter  from   the   Vv^hole  League,    in  which   it 
referred  all  controversies  of  this  kind  to  us  and  our  sacred 
College,  promising  that   it   would  exactly  fulfil    whatever 
may    be    decided    by  us.      But   you,    though    often   asked 
by  us  to  do  the  same  thing,  which  certainly  in  all  reason, 
and  especially  on  account  of  the    treaty  between  us,  you 
ought   to   have   done,   were   unwilling   to   do  so,  whether 
through  a  distrust  and  contempt  of  reason  and  justice,  or 
of  ourselves,  we  know  not.    You  affirmed  that  in  the  affairs 
of  Ferrara  you  recognized  no  superior,  which  although  it 
was  plainly  against  honesty,  against  law  and  the  decrees  of 
the  holy  fathers,  against  our  treaty,  and  in  contempt  of  us 
and   to  the   diminution  of  our  authority  and  jurisdiction, 
still  because  you  had  persuaded  us  that  no  war,  but  peace 
would  follow  the  same,  we  tolerated  all  things,  and  as  far 
as  we  could  always  advised  you  and  asked  you  to  renew 
the  friendship  which  the  Duke  himself  offered.     For  these 
reasons   we   cannot    sufficiently   wonder    that    you    have 
deliberately   forgotten   those   things   which   we   had    pre- 
viously written  to  you,  and  which  we  had  treated  about 
often  and  long  with  your  ambassador,  at  which  time  indeed 
neither  was  there  any  money  spent,  nor  had  citizens  died,  nor 
was  an  enemy  besieged,  or  even  declared.     But  you  answer 
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that  our  admonitions  were  applied  not  in  the  proper  time, 
the  best  judge  of  human  actions,  but  at  the  end  of  the  war, 
after  so  much  expense,  after  the  death  of  many  citizens, 
after  the  enemy  had  been  besieged.  We  certainly  are 
ignorant  what  new  sort  of  calumny  this  is  that  has  been 
invented,  when  you  say  that  you  had  wished  for  peace 
even  from  the  beginning,  to  which  had  we  exhorted  you, 
we  should  easily  have  obtained  anj'thing  from  you.  This 
excuse  can  by  no  means  be  received,  for  that  we  were 
cheated  no  one  will  dare  deny,  who  knows  the  sequel, 
from  which  your  intention  towards  us  before  the  war, 
and  your  pre-arranged  plan  of  carrying  on  the  war 
in  Ferrara,  are  clearer  than  day.  And  if  you  wish  to 
truly  estimate  what  has  been  done  by  us,  you  will 
see  indeed  that  in  so  far  as  concerned  concord  and  the 
observance  of  our  treaty,  we  both  satisfied  you  by  letter, 
and  often  and  long  treated  with  your  ambassador ;  and, 
moreover,  omitted  nothing  that  we  thought  would  make 
for  your  honour  and  the  quiet  of  Italy.  We  were  unwilling 
to  proceed  to  the  censure  of  a  Bull,  because  you  gave  a 
certain  hope  of  concord  and  no  prospect  of  making  war. 
In  which  hope  while  we  rested,  and  nevertheless  exhorted  you 
to  send  us  your  claims  in  legal  form,  you  against  justice,  in 
despite  of  us  whom  you  knew  to  have  a  horror  of  war,  alto- 
gether without  our  knowledge,  advanced  impious  arms  in 
open  war  against  Ferrara.  And  that  you  may  the  more 
clearly  perceive  our  intentions  towards  you  and  the  obser- 
vance of  our  treaty,  sec  what  we  have  suffered  through  you. 
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The  Duke  of  Calabria  asked  us  for  a  permission  of  transit 
to  defend  his  kinsman,  his  sister,  and  nephews,  and 
declared  that  should  we  refuse  he  would  direct  his  arms 
against  us.  It  was  in  our  power  to  give  him  a  transit 
through  our  cities  and  territories  while  advancing  to  repel 
aggression  ;  it  was  in  our  power  to  do  this  without  violating 
our  treaty,  which  was  entered  upon  only  for  the  defence  of 
our  own  States  ;  it  was  in  our  power  to  do  so  with  the  best 
right  and  with  God's  assistance,  for  the  peace  of  Italy  dis- 
turbed by  you.  We  did  not  do  so,  however,  because  your 
ambassador  persuaded  us  that  peace  would  be  quickly 
restored,  and  that  if  any  trouble  to  us  should  anywhere 
arise,  you  would  at  once  send  hither  a  most  powerful  fleet 
into  Apulia  and  an  army  for  our  defence,  which  would 
draw  off  all  those  enemies  as  quickly  as  possible.  Being 
persuaded  that  you  would  do  this,  we  altogether  refused 
the  transit,  that  you  might  incline  the  Duke  to  peace,  not 
that  you  might  arouse  a  war.  No  agreement,  however,  nay, 
on  the  contrary,  a  most  bitter  war  suddenly  sprang  up.  The 
same  Duke  advanced  inarms  into  the  Roman  territory,  took 
many  settled  towns  before  our  eyes,  pitched  his  camp  in  the 
suburbs  of  Rome,  intercepted  supplies  both  by  land  and 
sea,  set  on  fire  all  Latium,  and  whatever  intervening  land 
there  was,  to  the  very  walls.  Now  was  there  sedition  both 
abroad  and  at  home.  Many  of  the  Roman  nobles  had 
fallen  away  from  us,  all  things  seemed  about  to  go  to  ruin, 
and  we  were  in  danger  even  of  our  life,  for  this  sole 
reason,  because  we  were  said   to  favour  you.     But  if  we 
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had  then  wished  to  desert  you,  certainly  nothing  would 
have  been  contrived  or  done  against  us  ;  and  when  by 
letter  and  through  your  ambassador  we  asked  for  the 
auxiliaries  due  to  us  from  you  in  accordance  with  our 
treaty,  and  promised  to  us,  you  postponed  it  to  a  distant 
day,  in  order  that  wc  might  consent  to  the  uttermost  details 
of  your  plan  for  the  storming  of  Ferrara.  Then,  not  through 
your  devotion  and  zeal  on  our  account,  but  in  order  that 
the  war  against  Ferrara  should  not  be  discontinued,  after 
so  many  misfortunes,  you  sent  a  fleet,  although  a  very  weak 
one,  which,  only  poorly  furnished  in  comparison  with  \'our 
promise,  drew  off,  perhaps,  one  man.  Rather  it  increased  the 
hostile  army  further.  And  you  immediately  withdrew  the 
self-same  fleet  into  Ferrara,  so  that  even  from  this  any  one 
may  clearly  see  that  it  had  been  fitted  out  for  the  Ferrarese 
war,  not  for  our  defence.  Therefore,  \\hen  we  had  no 
supports  from  a  fleet  of  that  kind,  we  hoped  that  you  who, 
according  to  treaty,  were  bound  to  maintain  an  army  of 
8,oco  horse  and  5,000  foot  for  the  common  defence  of  the 
States,  would  send  Robert  Malatesta  to  us,  with  his  horse- 
men, whom  we  had  previously  earnestly  asked  from  you, 
situated  as  we  were  among  so  many  calamities.  He  had 
sat  down  not  before  Ferrara,  but  before  Bagnacavallo. 
Letters  were  exchanged  on  both  sides.  Day  by  day  we 
were  more  fiercely  harassed.  At  length  we  sent  our 
Ambassador  that  with  our  words  he  might  set  forth  in 
what  and  how  great  dangers  we  were  placed,  and  might 
beg  for  Robert  with  his  soldiers.     "\'uu  dela\-ed  many  da)-s 
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in  your  answer.  At  length  you  refused.  Then  fearing  lest 
by  our  means  the  war  against  Ferrara  might  be  discon- 
tinued, and  at  the  same  time  to  avoid  a  great  stain  on  your 
reputation,  after  the  loss  of  Terracina,  of  Civitacastellana,  of 
Benevento,  most  noble  cities  of  the  Holy  Roman  Church, 
after  so  many  soldiers  of  our  own  who  were  waiting  in  the 
city  itself  for  the  said  Robert  had  been  consumed  by  fever 
and  plague,  you  sent  Robert  without  any  soldiers,  and  after- 
wards soldiers  without  any  pay  ;  when  in  recruiting  our 
army  and  distributing  money  to  Robert's  troops  no  small 
amount  of  gold  was  consumed,  and  the  Apostolic  treasury 
was  so  exhausted  that  unless  God  Himself  had  inspired  us 
with  the  thought,  that  our  troops  might  suddenly  attack 
the  enemy's  army,  we  should  now  have  no  Rome  in 
existence.  The  just  God,  therefore,  gave  us  the  victory, 
with  which,  however,  we  have  been  so  illiberally  reproached 
as  though  it  were  by  your  generalship  and  the  help  of  your 
soldiers  we  had  obtained  it,  not  by  the  will  of  God.  For 
if  our  officers  had  listened  to  the  counsel  of  your  Ambas- 
sador and  Provveditore  in  our  army,  as  they  cried  out  that 
we  were  by  no  means  to  engage,  the  whole  victory  would 
have  slipped  from  our  hands,  and  never,  or  only  too  late, 
have  fallen  to  us.  We  routed  in  the  Roman  territory  the 
army  of  those  with  whose  support  we  also  at  another  time 
routed  yours.  Immortal  God  being  truly  the  author  of  both 
victories.  To  Him  alone  we  owe  all  things.  Neither  have 
you  never  waged  war  against  ourselves,  you  who  boast  that 
you  have  always  favoured  our  side ;  and  you  endeavoured  not 
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only  by  colleges,  letters,  and  your  annbassadors,  but  in  every 
way  to  oust  us  from  our  See.  All  those  things,  however, 
we  had  forgotten  in  the  interests  of  peace.  But  when,  beside 
the  victory  itself,  it  appeared  to  us  very  necessary  to  punish 
our  subjects  on  account  of  their  recent  rebellion,  and  there- 
fore we  had  need  of  those  same  soldiers  of  yours,  they 
by  command  of  your  officers  demanded  a  safe  conduct,  and 
neither  by  money  nor  favour  could  they  be  kept  for  many 
days  ;  through  whose  departure,  hastened  by  your  officers, 
all  our  desire  to  punish  those  others  was  frustrated,  and 
the  loss  of  Cistern  followed,  and  at  Cavi  the  breaking 
up  of  our  army  took  place.  The  Duke  of  Calabria 
with  his  army  having  retired  into  the  province  of  Campania, 
harassed  the  city  itself  with  various  incursions.  Of  all 
which  things  we  informed  you  through  your  Ambassador 
and  our  letter,  and  set  forth  what  need  there  then  was  of 
money  and  soldiers.  But  when  we  were  overwhelmed  in 
such  great  difficulties  of  affairs  and  such  great  danger  of 
our  life,  not  one  soldier  nor  one  half-penny  were  you 
willing  to  grant  us  according  to  treaty.  Nay,  rather  you 
openly  declared  to  us  that  you  could  not  supply  us  with 
any  further  subsidy  'or  assistance,  and  while  we  were  thus 
placed  and  beset  by  so  many  perils  on  your  account,  you 
used  all  your  diligence,  and  every  endeavour,  and  finally 
all  your  force,  not  for  the  safety  of  your  own  borders,  but 
for  the  destruction  of  Ferrara  our  city,  and  a  renowned  city 
of  the  Roman  Church.  Neither  our  treaty,  nor  equity,  nor 
religion  demands  this,  since  the  treaty  was  concluded  for 
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the  common  defence  of  the  States.  You,  however,  will 
now  turn  your  arms  against  us  with  danger  to  our  remain- 
ing possessions,  and  will  then  prove  to  us  either  that  you 
kept  the  treaty  or  did  not  leave  it,  or  that  you  had  not 
alienated  yourself  from  us  and  the  Roman  Church.  What 
assistance  have  you  rendered  to  us  according  to  the  treaty, 
if  you  have  waged  so  impious  a  war,  not  against  our 
enemies,  but  against  us  ?  We  certainly  were  not  any 
longer  united  with  you,  when  you,  by  force  and  arms 
pillaging  our  possessions  of  your  own  accord  and  design, 
separated  yourself  from  us.  When  therefore  we  were 
alone,  and  you  had  so  openly  violated  our  treaty,  and  had 
hostilely  besieged  our  city,  what,  I  say,  for  our  defence,  for 
the  preservation  of  the  authority  of  the  Apostolic  See,  for 
the  recovery  of  the  places  occupied  by  you,  and  for  justice 
itself,  what,  I  say,  did  it  behove  us  to  do  in  accordance 
with  the  dignity  of  the  Roman  Church?  Truly  that  which 
we  have  done,  namely,  to  enter  into  peace  with  those  who 
love  the  peace  of  Italy,  and  who  resolved  with  us  for  the 
defence  and  recovery  of  the  same  things  to  lay  out  all  their 
zeal  and  resources.  Therefore  it  does  not  become  you  to 
complain  of  the  peace  made,  if  you  refer  even  to  those 
things,  v/hich  are  in  accordance  with  justice,  nor  that 
victory  itself  in  nowise  moves  us,  who  best  of  all  know  that 
it  was  given  to  us  by  the  one  best  God  that  we  might 
effect  this  very  thing  upon  which  we  are  now  bestowing 
our  care.  We  have  not  conquered  in  order  that  we  might 
always  carry  on  war,  but  that  we  might  obtain  a  public 
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peace,  for  the  sake  of  which  Divine  Providence  lias  brought 
us  victory.  Our  intention,  therefore,  has  been  most  honest. 
Such  was  not  yours,  as  we  now  to  the  fullest  extent  under- 
stand. Whatever  kindness  you  did  us,  you  certainly  did 
not  for  the  sake  of  religion,  nor  for  our  sake,  but  that  you 
might  claim  for  yourself  the  Government  of  Ferrara,  for 
which,  as  your  letter  shows,  you  had  long  been  most 
greedily  watching.  It  was  not  our  design  to  wrest 
from  their  just  lords  what  belonged  to  them,  nor  finally 
to  sow  the  seeds  of  war  after  war  ;  but  it  was  this 
which  it  now  is,  to  conclude  a  public  peace  for  Italy,  and 
thus  consult  the  interests  of  our  Christian  religion  for 
whose  propagation,  or  at  least  defence,  we  have  been 
set  over  it  by  Immortal  God.  This  ver}-  thing  has 
been  our  constant  study,  and  we  now  so  study  it  that 
we  are  intensel)'  angry  with  you  for  opposing  us.  But  as 
for  your  supposing  that  our  exhorting  you  to  peace  is 
nothing  else  now  than  to  wrest  victory  out  of  your  hands, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  expose  you  to  the  will  of  your 
enemies,  for  the  derision  of  the  whole  world,  we  cannot 
sufficiently  wonder  that  you  have  been  led  into  such  an 
error,  in  which,  with  paternal  charity  as  we  have  always 
done,  we  advise  you  to  direct  your  mind  more  accurately 
to  all  those  things  from  a  sense  of  religion,  and  not  allow  a 
lust  for  rule  to  draw  you  aside  from  considering  that  what 
you  think  derision  we  regard  as  the  highest  wisdom  and 
the  highest  justice  ;  for,  if  you  have  spent  a  vast  amount 
of    money    in    these    wars,    have    heard    of    the    deaths 


EPISTLES.  3 1 

of  SO  many  of  your  citizens,  and  have  held  victory  itself 
in  your  hands,  the  greater  honour  and  praise  will 
be  yours,  if  leaving  aside  all  these,  you  embrace  the 
common  peace.  On  the  contrary,  however,  if  you  pursue 
this  war,  as  you  affirm  has  been  decreed  and  resolved  upon 
by  you,  know  that  you  are  proclaiming  war  against  the 
Immortal  God  like  the  giants,  and  that  you  will  expose 
yourself  to  derision  and  infamy,  since  you  will  have  to  deal 
with  Christ  Jesus  our  God  and  His  Holy  Church,  for  whose 
honour  and  the  defence  of  Ferrara  we  shall  be  aiding  with 
all  our  powers  divine  and  human.  You  will  have  to 
deal  likewise  with  the  other  potentates  of  Italy,  who 
will  not  suffer  the  Church  of  God  and  Italy  herself  to  be 
weakened  by  you.  You  have  an  unjust  cause,  an  unlawful 
war,  you  fight  against  God  and  men.  We,  on  the  contrary, 
maintain  justice.  Our  cause  is  that  of  Christ,  whose  place 
we,  however  unworthy,  hold  upon  earth.  You  have  roused 
up  all  Italy  into  a  flame  against  j-ou.  Therefore,  unless 
you  desist  from  so  great  a  crime  and  restore  the  places 
you  have  occupied,  you  will  become  an  object  of  derision 
and  even  hatred  to  all  Christians,  nay,  even  to  God  Him- 
self, for  all  will  say  truly  that  you  are  the  occupier  of 
another's  property  rather  than  the  defender  of  your  own. 
Remember,  beloved  son,  that  Lucifer  had  a  sublimity,  a 
dignity,  and  an  excellency  beyond  all  the  angels  before  his 
fall,  but  v.hen  elated  with  pride  he  wished  to  be  exalted, 
he  was  humiliated  and  thrust  down  even  into  the  depth  of 
the  abyss.     Call  to  mind  the  word  of  our  Saviour,  "  It  is 
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hard  for  thcc  to  kick  against  the  pricks."  Remember  the 
Letters  ApostoHc  by  which  before  Easter  those  are 
expressly  excommunicated,  interdicted,  and  anathematized 
who  are  striving  to  occupy  our  city  of  Ferrara.  See  for 
yourself  whether  you  have  subjected  yourself  to  these 
penalties,  and  cease  to  calumniate  us  concerning  a  treaty 
deserted  or  a  licence  granted.  No  one  knows  these  things 
better  than  you.  You  never  moved  in  this  war  with  our 
permission  and  consent,  or,  as  you  assert,  with  our  know- 
ledge, or  at  our  persuasion,  or  at  our  instigation  ;  nay, 
rather  against  our  judgment  and  desire,  and  without  our 
knowledge.  Neither  can  it  enter  into  the.  mind  of  any 
man  that  we  wished  to  yield  up  the  property  of  the 
Roman  Church  to  be  pillaged  by  your  arms.  Do  not 
boastingly  say  that  you  hold  victory  in  your  hands  ; 
for  Immortal  God  alone  gives  this  and  takes  it  away, 
whose  cause  is  concerned.  From  which  it  appears  that 
it  may  easily  happen  that  you  who  seem  to  have  con- 
quered may  in  a  short  time  be  seen  to  have  lost,  and  may 
be  compelled  to  retrace  your  steps  as  far  as  you  have 
advanced.  But  if  you  prosecute  this  war,  doubt  not  that 
a  joyful  victory  with  Christ  and  His  Spouse  will  quickly 
come  to  us.  Wherefore,  beloved  son,  again  and  again  w^e 
exhort,  require,  and  admonish  you  in  the  Lord  that  you 
lay  aside  these  vain  thoughts,  restrain  unbridled  desires, 
withdraw  your  arms,  set  Ferrara  free,  restore  the  castles 
which  you  have  captured,  leave  every  one  in  tranquil 
possession  of  what  is  his  own,  and  embrace  the  peace  of 
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Italy.  And  thus  you  may  consult  your  own  welfare  and 
the  tranquillity  of  the  whole  of  Italy.  Otherwise  we  shall 
not  any  further  conceal  that  we  shall  proceed  against  you 
with  spiritual  and  temporal  arms,  as  shall  to  us  seem 
expedient,  and  as  justice  shall  persuade.  For  that  lust  of 
domination  in  you  is  not  to  be  borne  ;  it  is  too  inhuman, 
too  irreligious,  and  too  unlike  a  Christian,  especially 
when  it  is  exhibited  towards  Christ  and  His  Vicar.  We 
therefore  wish  for  public  peace  in  Italy,  that  we  may  at 
the  same  time  guard  against  the  injuries  of  wars,  and  at  the 
same  time  restore  all  men  to  tranquillity,  and  with  the 
united  strength  of  the  Christian  Commonweal  take  counsel 
against  our  most  fierce  enemies. 

Given  at  Rome  in  MCCCCLXXXII,  XVII  Cal.  Martii. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  most  Illustrious 
Venetian  Republic  to  our  most  Holy  Lord 
SixTUS  IV.,  BY  Divine  Providence  Pontiff. 

We  have  steadfastly  read  and  modestly  what  Your 
Holiness  advises  and  counsels  in  your  letter.  Whatever 
you  have  done,  after  violating  the  terms  of  our  treaty,  and 
neglecting  both  our  ancient  and  recent  services  to  the 
Apostolic  See,  we  submit  to  with  a  cheerful  mind.  If  the 
power  of  loosing  and  binding  is  granted  to  you,  even  in  a 
matter  of  this  kind,  it  is  sufficient  for  us  that  it  has 
happened  through  no  fault  of  our  own,  that  you  deserted  us 
who  with  our  money,  our  army  and  fleet  routed  that  viper 
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whom  you  have  lately  received  into  your  bosom,  which 
then  assailed  you  ;  neither  have  we  been  wanting  to 
you  in  our  resources,  in  order  that  we  might  defend 
you  and  the  Apostolic  See,  to  our  own  great  incon- 
venience and  danger.  You  cannot  charge  us  with  wiles, 
perfidy,  or  collusion,  all  which  if  (as  we  expect)  you  will 
discover  in  your  reconciled  friends,  you  will  not  think 
that  you  are  experiencing  anything  new,  who  of  your 
own  accord  have  fallen  into  those  snares  out  of  which  you 
had  escaped.  So  far  as  we  are  concerned,  if  )-ou  think  it  is 
right  for  you,  since  you  are  God's  Vicegerent  on  earth, 
that  the  obligations  of  a  solemn  treaty  and  peace  should  be 
violated,  we  ask  you  that,  although  you  may  be  unwilling, 
we  may  be  able  to  defend  the  Empire,  partly  acquired  by 
our  ancestors  and  partly  by  ourselves,  with  due  regard  to 
the  dignity  of  our  Republic.  With  us  nothing  has  been 
more  highly  valued  than  peace,  which  has  always  cherished 
and  increased  our  liberty,  no  less  than  war  ;  neither  have 
our  ancestors,  nor  have  we  ever  entered  upon  a  war,  except 
in  order  that  by  that  means  we  might  lay  the  foundations  of 
peace.  Lately  we  have  fought  not  with  the  desire  of 
extending  our  rule,  but  for  tlie  defence  of  our  liberty,  with 
yourself  for  our  leader  and  adviser;  in  which  thing  if  you 
desert  us,  neglecting  the  obligation  of  the  peace  agreed 
upon  between  us,  we  do  not  see  on  what  grounds  you 
advise  us  to  peace,  who  now  by  a  feigned  asseveration 
disturb  the  obligations  of  peace.  Since  you  wish  this  to 
be  granted  to  Your  Holiness,  we  accept  it  with  a  contented 
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mind,  provided  only  that  you  do  not  deny  that  our 
labours,  our  resources,  and  the  lives  of  our  citizens,  even 
against  your  will,  were  due  to  our  liberty  and  our  dignity. 
But  finally,  on  account  of  our  respect  for  Your  Holiness 
which  we  have  observed  without  blemish,  even  when 
deserted  by  you,  we  praise  the  counsel  for  a  peace,  in  which 
neither  inconstancy,  nor  deceit,  nor  perfidy  should  be 
employed,  which  should  not  impair  the  dignity  of  our 
Republic,  which  finally,  we  should  grant  rather  than  accept. 
Most  of  all,  we  call  our  best  God  to  witness  in  that 
daily  prayer — grant  us  Thy  peace  in  our  days,  and  repel 
all  iniquity  from  Thy  Church — we  commend  ourselves  and 
the  Apostolic  See,  and  the  Church  delivered  to  your  keep- 
ing, to  Your  Holiness  ;  that  no  tumults  may  spring  up 
among  the  faithful,  and  that  no  occasion  may  be  given  to 
the  Barbarians  for  exercising  their  rage  against  Christians, 
and  for  occupying  Italy  during  this  your  Pontificate.  All 
which  things  we  see  close  at  hand,  and  as  far  as  we  are  con- 
cerned, and  shall  bear  them  with  the  less  uneasiness,  as 
from  these  causes  we  shall  be  more  readily  permitted 
to  defend  the  constitution  of  our  Republic.  May  the  great 
and  omnipotent  God  grant  to  Your  Holiness  by  word  and 
example  to  benefit  those  over  whom  you  are  set,  and  dis- 
pose of  all  things  according  to  His  direction.  We  who 
have  been  occupied  now  for  so  many  years  in  defence  of 
the  Christian  Faith,  and  accustomed  to  the  most  trouble- 
some wars,  have  not  hesitated  to  devote  our  resources, 
both    public    and    private  ;     and  we   shall    in    future   do 
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the  same,  all  the  more  strenuously,  as  the  matter  will  be 
more  peculiar  to  ourselves ;  we  shall  repel  force  by  force, 
we  shall  overthrow  wealth  with  wealth,  and  we  shall  oppose 
crime  to  crime,  if  it  cannot  otherwise  be  done.  You  may 
promise  so  much  from  us  to  the  Apostolic  See,  as  slavery 
itself,  and  as  much  as  it  shall  be  lawful  to  perform,  with  due 
regard  to  the  dignity  of  the  Venetian  Senate. 


Here  end  the  six  most  elegant  Epistles  ;  of  which 
three  were  written  by  the  Supreme  Pontiff  Sixtus  the 
Fourth  and  the  Sacred  College  of  Cardinals  to  the  most 
Illustrious  Doge  of  Venice,  John  Mocenigo,  and  as  many 
by  the  aforesaid  Doge  to  the  aforesaid  Pope  and  Cardinals, 
on  the  subject  of  the  Ferrarese  War ;  printed  by  William 
Caxton,  and  diligently  revised  by  Peter  Carmelianus,  Poet 
Laureate,  in  Westminster. 

If  eloquence  you  love  these  letters  buy, 
Which  e'en  with  Marcus  Cicero  may  vie  ; 
Those  writings  ought  to  please  the  cultured  mind 
In  which  a  copious  flow  of  wit  we  find.* 


*  Here  follows  the  "  Interpretacio  magnarum  litteranim  punctuatarum, 
parvarumque  "  ;  being  an  explanation  of  the  contractions  made  use  of  in  the  Latin 
text 
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